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Dougy Madill, President of Belfast Old Instonians Association (2025-26), invites

you 10 join him at our Annual London Dinner in the National Liberal Club. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to both this latest edition of Seahorse, and

those editions throughout the year. It's fantastic to see Instonians continuing to do so well

This is a “Black Tie” event. in so many different areas, and | hope the updates we've included here are enjoyable to

The next B.O.I.A. Annual London Dinner will be held on Friday 20th February 2026 read and give a real sense of the talent, hard work, and passion in our community.
in National Liberal Club, 1 Whitehall Place, London, SW1A 2HE. I'd be delighted to receive further contributions for future issues — whether
articles, announcements, or items of interest. Please feel free to send them to
matthewcolinyoung@gmail.com.

Wishing each of you a wonderful Christmas and a very happy New Year ahead!

This is an exciting new venue for our Dinner in Central London close to
Embankment Underground Station and on the other side of the Thames from the

London Eye.

Thanks, MCY
Why not make a weekend of it as the dinner is the evening before the England v

Ireland 6 Nations rugby match at Twickenham. Articles for the next edition should be submitted by 13 March 2026.

This is a black tie dinner and tickets cost £75.

If you have any dietary requirements or would like any more details on this event 0 ®

Please email: alumni@rbai.org.uk

www.facebook.com/boia.org.uk www.twitter.com/oldinstonians
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A word from the Principal

The Bicentenary celebrations in 2010 focused my mind on the real value and significance

of the connections between the BOIA and RBAI. | was appointed in March 2006, to take up
the prestigious post of Principal of The Royal Belfast Academical Institution, in January 2007,
with some understanding of the pride in being an Instonian, of the links between alumni
and the school. However, personal experience and time has given that a greater depth and
appreciation. There are two distinct, but connected entities, two branches intertwined,
pruned and nurtured. The branches are always healthiest when the vision is shared of
providing an outstanding education for boys and preparing them to make a contribution in
society.

The definition of an outstanding education may have some differences for past and present,

but the core values remain of excellence and respect and participation. The chalk and talk
has moved on to interactive white boards and iPads, more recently ICT to Al and ChatGPT
and PD to PERMAV. Little changes became the new norm.

The legacy of alumni, contributing to the main school and Inchmarlo, is still a focus of
assemblies and gatherings. This extends to events in Edinburgh, Dublin and London, with
plans for further afield. There is an everlasting synergy and alignment between BOIA and
the RBAI Foundation office. This will develop the invaluable connections and networking, to
best promote the school and to support future generations.

The current Head of School, James West, 3rd generation Instonian, said it best, when taking
assembly in October 2025:

“The enduring impact of traditions, values and histories that have been transmitted over
generations, shape the identity of those who have been a part of it. This legacy can be
seen from the academic output of the school, where there have now been 8 generations of
schoolboys that have left Inst, prepared to go into the world of work, or further education
and make a positive impact”.

My lasting memories of the BOIA will be of generosity, kindness, fun and of a genuine
interest and commitment to the school. | thank you and wish you much success in the
future.

J. Williamson MA OXON; NPQH; C.F.
Principal 2007 - 2026
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B.O.I.LA. ANNUAL DINNER 2025

The annual Belfast Old Instonians’ Association dinner
took place in the Common Hall on Friday 24th October.
There was an excellent turnout, with over two hundred
and fifty former pupils attending. Also attending were

the Presidents from other Former Pupils’ Associations.

This year's President, Dougy Madill, welcomed everyone
and the Principal, Janet Williamson, reported on yet
another fantastic year of sporting and academic success
at the school.

The President spoke of his delight and honour at being
elected to the post and spoke about his time at Inst as
both a pupil and a teacher. Dougy then proposed the
toast to the guests.

Continuing the theme of former masters
returning, Allen McKinstry replied on
behalf of the guests. Allen regaled the
room with anecdotes about former
pupils and wittingly former members

of staff; much to the amusement and
appreciation of the audience.

The evening finished with Michael
Hunter leading the traditional
singing of the School Song, ably
accompanied on the flute by Paul
Arnold.
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General News & Information From Home and Abroad

Congratulations to Prof. Alan Crockard (RBAI 1954
-1960) who was recently awarded the SBNS Medal
for his services to British Neurosurgery.

Throughout his career, Alan revolutionised his
specialty, invented and introduced new spinal
instrumentation and was highly influential in
establishing the cervical spine as a legitimate
subspecialty for neurosurgeons in the UK. He also
made a major impact in neurosurgical education
initiatives across the surgical disciplines on
behalf of the RCSEng, which have evolved across

all the Royal Colleges and major hospital trusts
today.

prof. Alan Crockard

Following this award, Alan then went on to receive a Distinguished Service Award from the

American Association of Neurological Surgeons’ for his dedicated services to the speciality
of neurosurgery.

The citation read “for management of ICP in Head injuries, the development of approaches
to the Skullbase and Spine with instruments and instrumentation. Also setting up of

Cadaveric Surgical Skills Courses at the Royal College of Surgeons (London) and Perth West
Australia”.

Alan is the second British Neurosurgeon to receive this award, after Professor Sir Graham
Teasdale in 2014, for work on the Glasgow Coma Score.

Congratulations to Alan for an incredible success.

Congratulations to James Rutherford
(RBAI 1970-77), who recently completed
the 560km London - Paris Cycle in
support of Marie Curie.

Marie Curie
Cancer Care

Devoted to Life
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BOIA president, Dougy Madill
recently welcomed RBAI alumni at
the annual Edinburgh dinner. The
event was well attended with a
group spanning several decades.

By all accounts, it was a thoroughly
enjoyable evening with laughter and
stories shared by all. A particular
mention is due for the 1977 leavers,
who showed up in large numbers.

Nevin Truesdale (RBAI 1985-1992) has been appointed as an Independent Board

Member of The Northern Ireland Football League.

Nevin brings a wealth of experience in sports administration and strategic leadership,
having most recently served as the Chief Executive of The Jockey Club, one of the

UK's leading sports organisations. Under his tenure, The Jockey Club modernised its
operations, navigated the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, and delivered record-

I t
in Truesdale (R) with Roper
renn Chair Chris Brindley MBE
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Btaszczak and NIFL

breaking commercial performance
across its venues and events.

With a background in finance and a
passion for sport, Nevin is known
for his innovative thinking and
stakeholder-focused approach,
making him a valuable addition

to the NIFL Board as it continues
to evolve and grow within an
increasingly competitive sporting
landscape. Congratulations Nevin!




Josh McCune discusses his place as an
‘emerging voice’ in NI poetry

From Michael Longley to Derek Mahon, RBAI
has a rich and proud history of nurturing
great poets. In a recent article, the Belfast
Telegraph highlighted a number of modern
homegrown poets who are shaping the
future of the medium.

Included below is an excerpt from the
article, which features Josh McCune (RBAI
2006 - 2013).

At the beginning of his career is Josh McCune
from Belfast — you can follow his work on
Instagram @joshmccune. He was selected
by the Irish Writers Centre to be part of the
New Voices: North development programme,
which ran earlier this year.

Having studied English and Philosophy at
university, he began writing while working
on his master’s degree in modern literature
around four years ago. It was an instinct and
impulse he couldn’t ignore.

“I don't write these things willingly, | have
to do it,” he says, “it's a thing that you have
to get out of you and it's a mode of self-
expression that you don’t feel complete
doing otherwise.”

Currently working as an English teacher
alongside his writing, he says that the allure
of the form is that “Poetry is language at

its most crystalline, at its most potent

and concentrated. | think it's the ability

to communicate imagery, images and
emotions, such big images and such big
emotions in such a short amount of space,
and with such definite language, it's such
economy of language.”

It's one thing writing, but revealing your
work to an audience is something Josh
says feels like a leap, and one that isn’'t
necessarily easy to make.

“I think it takes quite a lot of bravery to put

your work out there for anyone else to read.”

As part of the New Voices programme,
he was mentored by Stephen Sexton,
something he says has spurred him on.

“To have him read my stuff and help me
trust my instincts with my own writing and
say, you know, this is a really good poem or |
like this... was brilliant,” he says.

As an emerging voice, he says that exploring
who he is as a poet is one of his main
focuses at present. Publication is secondary
to this.

Writing is the thing he says, “You feel
something missing if you're not doing it. You
might go for a while not being able to do

it, but it's something that you think about
constantly.”

SEA-HORSE WINTER 2025

Hockey Report

As | write this report the RBAI 1st XI have just won
the McCullough Cup for the second year in a row
and are now halfway to completing the “Double-
Double” having won both the McCullough and
Burney Cups last season. They did this by defeating
Banbridge Academy 3-1in their own back-yard with
two goals from Josh Gill and a penalty stroke from
Matthew McAreavey. We congratulate the boys as
well as the coaching and management team and
wish them all the very best for their Burney Cup
campaign.

A strong school 1st XI is beneficial to the Club’s
1st XI also. At the moment, we have a very young
senior side and on occasion have fielded as

many as 10 schoolboys in our Saturday squads. In
addition to those who have been playing since last

year, players such as Sam Holmes (fresh off the back of a man of the match performance
in a 0-0 draw away to Belfast Harlequins), Frank Hollway, Robbie McAreavey, Daniel

Shannon, Adam Price, Charlie Keys and
We have just reached the mid-season b

Harry Luke have become regular squad members.
reak in the Premier League, so that the Kirk Cup

and Anderson Cup fixtures can be played, and currently sit 4th in the League with 5 wins,
2 draws and 4 defeats. We are hoping for a strong finish to the season so as to secure IHL2

qualification for next year and our new
Coach Mark Evans is to be commended
for his dedication so far and for getting
the best out of the young squad who
have been competitive in nearly every
match that they have played. | should
also mention that “old-timers” Steven
Kelso and Ben Palmer (at the ripe

old age of 27!) are still high up in the
Premier League goal-scoring table. In
addition to concluding the Premier
League after Christmas the 1st Xl also
have the IHL2 campaign which this year
is to be a 10 team league where they
will play everyone once and where the
top 2 teams will be promoted to IHL1.
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if Johnny Walker had been available) as well as
brothers Scott and James Ewing. This is simply
fantastic but could give John some tricky selection
decisions later in the season such as it could be
awkward to leave Paddy Brown out but all those
international caps will count for nothing if Rowan
is playing better. At least Paddy will be able to say
“better to be a has been than a never was!” The 4th
Xl currently are in fifth place in Junior League.

On the goalscoring front, this season has brought
a couple of phenomenal statistics already. Steven
Kelso reached the 100 goal mark with most of
those having been scored for the 1st XI but even
better with a hat-trick for the 2nd Xl against North

The 2nd XI had a tough start to the season in the Junior League 1 Cup but have steadied Down, ?Agtthew MECCéerj tieckame the Cg”? s top )
the ship since the Junior League 1 started and after five games presently sit in 4th place. - sco'rer Sdlnbcle V2V9975 arle f Ot eep recor Stsmasstljng
Captain Ben Young, and his father John who is managing the team, which has been a Ricky L till maintains that his Dad K ol mcrli k|1 e gog s for ea;ns E,Clriss e Liub.
fantastic addition, are doing a great job and this team has become a mixture of youth and Icky Lee stitt maintains tha ',S ad Renny wou av:e scored more and whi S e' may

. . well have done that takes nothing away from Matthew's wonderful feat. We wish him many
experience. Schoolboys such as Johnny Weatherup, Issac Linton, Charles Hollway and Aaron - . o ; ;
Russell are benefiting week in week out from playing with seasoned campaigners such as congratulations and, all being well, we will witness him (and Steven) scoring lots more goals
Andrew Corry, Stuart McWilliams (who has apparently assumed a new role as a midfield for the Club for many seasons to come.

TEMPLETON
ROBINSON

“general”), John Colville, Matthew McCord and Stuart McNeice. Unfortunately, the 2nd XI's | have already mentioned the School's success and we had too many players involved at
Irish Junior Cup campaign ended early. Having twice been ahead against Cookstown 2nd XI Ulster U16 and U18 (where Mark Evans was also the Coach) levels to mention. Many of these
at Shaw’s Bridge, Cookstown scored a late goal to make it 2-2 and went on to win the game players have now moved into the underage International squads and we wish them every
on run-ins. success with that. | should mention Matthew

McAreavey specifically who, whilst being
agonisingly close, just missed out on selection
for the Irish U21 team who were competing

in the U21 World Cup in India. Matthew has
another couple of years at that age-group and
| have no doubt that we will see him in the U21
squad before too long.

The 3rd Xl also had tricky time in their Junior League 2 Cup but like the 2nds XI, have come
good since the League started and currently lie in
sixth place in what is a very strong league. They
are looking to make it three wins in a row this
week following a great 4-3 win away to Portadown
last week having at one stage been 2-0 down.
Young players on that team include Zak Larmour
in nets, Luke Crothers, James Smith, Ben Scott
and James Nelson. However, the experience

of the likes of Clarke Kennedy and Robbie
McConaghie is always welcome. We wish Caelan
and his team all the best for the remainder of
the season.

The Seahorse’s Academy, still under the
watchful eye of Ricky Lee (despite his best
efforts to find a successor) continues to draw
praise from far and wide. Last Sunday they
hosted a girls blitz at Shaw’s Bridge involving in
excess of 300 kids from all over the Province. If
you pardon the pun, | understand that everyone
“had a ball” and apparently the Seahorse

Shack sold so many cups of coffee it ran out of
cups and had to borrow some from The Lock-
Keeper’s Café!

John Gilmore continues to do a marvellous job
with the 4th Xl which is in serious danger of
becoming a “Dads & Lads” team. This week'’s
team sees twosomes from the Hollway, Brown,
Lee and McCloy families (it would have been 5
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Further work continues at the Shaw’s Bridge complex with new fencing and netting and as
ever thanks are due to Inst Hockey Limited for undertaking the necessary works and the
Instonian Club for contributing a large part of the necessary funds. | am pleased to report
that once again Ulster Hockey have entrusted us with hosting a couple of their School
competitions with the final of the Prior Shield and the Teir 2 McCullough Cup final both
scheduled to take place at Shaw's Bridge next Wednesday. RBAI 2nd XI take part in the
former and hopefully as you read this there will be yet more silverware in the RBAI trophy
cabinet.

All that remains is for me to wish all our players, supporters and volunteers a very happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year (both on and off the pitch). We look forward to seeing
you all again at our wonderful facilities at Shaw's Bridge in 2026.

RP
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The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund welcomes new and additional funding. Please
use this simple form to make donations. Taxpayers who tick the Gift Aid declaration
effectively increase their donations by 25% at no extra cost to themselves. The fund is
now a registered Charity with the NI Charity Commission (N1C100649)

THE OLD INSTONIANS BENEVOLENT FUND
Philip Seay,

24 Circular Road,
Belfast BT4 2GA

YES | WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION

TELEPNONE NO: ettt ettt e et e st st e s se st e sae st essessaesbessasssessasssessasssessassaesanns

Please accept my giftof £.......cooooiiiiiiii to the fund noted above.

Cheques should be crossed and made payable to:
The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund

SIGNATUNE. Lo Date: oo

ADD 25% TO YOUR DONATION

Please tick one box only

|:| GIFT AID DECLARATION: | am a UK tax payer and | want all donations | have made
to the above fund since 06/04/2000 and all donations | have made from the date
of this declaration, until | notify you otherwise to be treated as Gift Aid donations.
| understand that | must have paid income tax or capital gains tax equal to the tax
reclaimed by the charity on my donations, in the same year as the gift was made.

[ 1am not a UK tax payer
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BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application Form

SUTNAME: ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeseeeeeeeseenes First Name(S): e oo eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene
(BLOCK CAPS)

AdAIESS:..ueceeeereeeereereetecreereeeeereeeenreesrenees Date of Birth:......coeeeecveereeeeeeceeeeereereneene
B ) eeeeeeeeeeeseaseaseseseseesesseeseeseseessensenes TELNO: ettt
...................................................................... EMAilicoveeeeeeireeecececce e
POSTCOAE: ...ttt

DEegrees/DIPlomas (if @NY):....ccccveveeeererereeeeeeterereeetetesereeeesesesesesesassesesesessasesesesesessasanes
Attended Inchmarlo/RBAI from: ceveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. (Year) to: ..o (year)

Email/Text @ Post d  Phone Q

DATA PRIVACY

Any personal information given to us will be processed in accordance with data protection
legislation. The Association collects, stores and processes personal data for the purpose of
maintaining your connection to RBAI. Your data will not be passed to third parties, other than
approved representatives of the Association, or where there is legal requirement.

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION

The Recorder would welcome news of Old Boys for inclusion in Sea-Horse.
FULL NGB! ettt ettt a e st et s e b et et s b b s e e et s
DAtes At R.B.A.L: ettt

YOUF INFOFMARION: ...ttt ettt eae e s s eseebe s e s ensesseseesesbesenseneen

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Register of Members

Amendments/change of address

Please return the change of address form to:
JT Walker

Hon. Membership Secretary
9 Pinehill Road
Bangor BT19 6SA

Telephone: 07709 525150
Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

DECLARATION
| wish to become a Member of the Association and undertake to abide by the present or future
Rules and Regulations of the Association, if | am elected.

MEMDEI'S NAME: ...ttt ettt sttt ettt e et e st sse e ssesasbe et ssestesesasenansan
Signature:.............. e Date:.................' ............. e New or amended address: oo
The annual subscription of £20 FOR ALL AGE GROUPS must be sent with application.
Please return the completed form and subscription (cheques payable to 230 20 1990 I o 33T
Trevor Walker
Hon. Membership Secretary — ————————— s Postcode: ...,
9 Pinehill Road Vi hool: .
Bangor Telephone: 07709 525150 ear at SCNOOL: ..oovvvereeeccccernrererrreeccee e L0 D OSSP OORPPPPRRPPPPPPPIRN
BT19 65A Email: thalker@tlscall'co'Uk LITE@ OF ANNUAL cueieveeieecieciecctece ettt etecsaresse e beessreessresseesssessssesssessseesssesssesassesssessseses
If you wish to become a member of the Instonians Club at Shaw’s Bridge in any of the catagories below, oo o oo oo oo o e e e e oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
please indicate by ticking the appropriate box(es). A Club Application form will be sent to you.
DEATHS
INSTONIANS CLUB, SHAW'S BRIDGE
FULL NGME Of ECERASEM:.....cooieiiierteieeteteet ettt et ste st ste st e sbe st et essessaessas s asaasnnens
E:iﬁ:t For Further information contact:
. . DAteS @t R.B.A.L: ettt rereeeenreeeeeee s sneeeennesssnnesennne Age:eiiiiieceee
Playing Membershi
ying P Hockey Mrs Sharon Crossan
_ 7 Rosevale, Avenue Date and place OFf dEALH c..c.coueueirieieee ettt ettt
Ordinary Drumbeg
Non-Playing Membership 2(‘)’3;?; Belfast BT17 9LG Name and addreSs OF SENUET .......c.eueuriururiurieiresireieisetsesisesetesseasssesssssssasssessssesssssssssssssseses
Associate sharoncrossan@sky.com X X e
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Instonians Exiles Golf Society

40th Anniversary Celebrations at Finchley GC

Although we didn’t get the expected
number of players this year, the 17 of us who
attended Finchley Golf Club on Friday 19th
September were treated to a real summer’s
day with a warm breeze and brilliant
sunshine. The greens were very tricky, and
the majority of us three putted most of
them. But there were some good scores and
some very good scores on the day.

I am forever grateful that my predecessor,
Dick Roberts, who organised the 10 years
before me, made it over with the youthful
Allan Sweeney. It was great to see them
both and we, the committee, were pleased
to award Allan the lvan Thompson trophy
for Instmanship, with his bottle of Black
Bushmills. | have no idea how he was going
to get it home to Belfast as carry on luggage,
but I'm sure he was able to sweet talk some
stewardess!

Finchley had asked us to come back for our
anniversary year, which was very good of
them, and they also said that as we enjoyed
the day so much, would we come back again
next year. | have provisionally booked for
Friday 18th September 2026, and hope that
we can all make it, with others who were
unavailable for various reasons.

As to the winners on the day, the first prize
for our guests went to Dan Berman, a guest
of John Hagan, who managed 36 points off

a 9 handicap. It was, after all, his home
course, but he has promised to come back
next year, when John asks him. Second,

and also the winner of nearest the pin - a
difficult up-the- hill-to-the-clubhouse hole -
was our old friend, Terry Kirk from Coleraine
with 34 points, and third was Mike Danks
with 32 points, one of Graham'’s guests.
Longest drive went to the ever youthful
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and committee member, Chris Clarke. Must
have been a boomer, as the fairway gently
sloped away to the left. Chris also managed
to come third on countback, with Crawford
McKee coming second, both with 31 points.
Our winner, for the third time in a row, was
Graham Duncan, with 34 points, and a blob.
Other players from Instonians included our
President for life, Wilson Carlisle, fresh from
the PGA Championships, where he assisted
seating operations on the 18th, Bill Hedley,
Josh Fenton and John Hagan. | am forever
grateful for their continued support on the
Instonians Exiles.

Looking to 2026, we have a Dulux Trophy to
defend on Friday 29th May, where, yet again,
Graham holds the Teddy Brown Shield as
the most recent winner. His mantlepiece is
rather full, at the moment, so please ensure
that you are all attending both events, to
allow him a year or so off. If you know of
any other Exile Instonians that enjoy their
social golf, please put them in touch with
me. We always have room for more players,
regardless of their playing skills!! After all,
we are a social society that plays golf!

GRD
Organiser, etc
nacnudmaharg@gmail.com
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Instonians Golf Society

The 2025 season continued with Peter Law
hosting his Captain’s day outing at Malone GC at
the end of August. Either Peter is very popular
amongst his peers, or perhaps the attraction of
playing the best parkland course in Ireland was
too tempting? Anyway, the outing had 40 playing,
our best turnout for quite a while, and had a
good spread of age groups with an encouraging
number of players under 40.

Conditions were windy with intermittent rain,
but the prize winners proved this was not an
obstacle. In 3rd place with a very respectable 38
points was Graeme McCausland. 2nd with a great
39 points was our resident debt collector, Owen §§
Lambert. Overall winner on a count back with 39
points was Mr Captain himself, Peter Law.

Nearest the pin prize winner was our own
teaching pro, Chris Carroll.

Next up was the rescheduled Old Rivals game Stplacertropny

v Collegians in October at Dunmurry GC. The match play style golf ended with a win for
Collegians 4.5 to 3.5... never mind we’ll win it back next year.

Golfer of the year title for best aggregate scores over the seasons outings also went to Mr
Law...nice work Mr Captain!

Next year's captain is former Inst economics teacher, Derek Weir, ably assisted by vice-
captain Davy Scott.

The society continues to grow in popularity and it is encouraging to see a number of
new members from the younger generations. With this in mind, the society is hopeful of
increasing the number of outings to 3 in 2026, along with the traditional Old Rivals match.

Thanks to all our members for their continued support.
Wishing everyone season’s greetings.

B
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Rugby Report

With promotion to All Ireland League Division 1B secured last season, the general feeling was
that if we could consolidate, mid table, in this tough higher division then that would be a
great achievement. However, the coaches and players obviously had bigger ideas and at the
time of writing | can report that we have four wins from six games, leaving our squad sitting
in top position in the league. There is a long way to go, but a fantastic start to the season.

Anyway, our season started on 30th August
with the Ulster Senior League match against
Armagh which saw the team deliver a good
win, 35-12. Next, we travelled to Ballymena
and another victory was secured 14-47,
with seven tries scored. Clougher Valley
then made the journey to Shaw's Bridge
and fancied themselves to cause an upset.
However, this did not materialise and we
ran our comfortable winners with six tries,
36-22.

By winning our group, our side qualified for
the final of the Ulster Senior Cup in which
we are to face Ballynahinch, at ‘The Affidea
Stadium’ (Ravenhill), on 27th December.

It would be a fitting end to the year if the
Senior Cup could be returned to Shaw’s
Bridge and we extend our best wishes to the squad for the final.

With the AIL getting underway, the momentum within the squad was strong, as Naas found
out in our first Div 1B game. Played in front of a large home crowd our team put in a strong,
entertaining performance taking all five
points with a 36-22 result.

The long trip to Cork was next, to face UCC.
It would be a tough challenge, but yet again
with an excellent, five try performance, our
squad came away deserved bonus point
winners, 17-31. There was to be no rest
however, as the fixture planners had not
been kind to us and the squad was back

on the road again the following week. This
time, it was to Limerick where we would face
Garryowen. Maybe it was tiredness or simply
one of those poor games, but the home
side took all the points and we lost our first
league game of the season, 37-14.
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Old Wesley then travelled to Shaw’s Bridge, who were a fancied side by all reports and
expected to be one of the league title contenders. However, our team played probably one
of their best games in the last couple of seasons and our six tries to their two was a fair
reflection of both teams. Overall, an excellent bonus point win, 36-14.

Trinity (away) was next, and in a thrilling end-to-end match, with both teams prepared

to run the ball at every opportunity, we
unfortunately came out the losing side 29-26.
This was a game we probably should have
won, but for a few unforced errors. The team
then had a chance to get things back on
track against Highfield at home. This was a
very tight, cagey match that went right down
to the wire, with us only securing the win
17-15 in the dying minutes which showed the
character of our side who never give up until
the final whistle. Incidentally, this victory
was the teams 30th, consecutive, home AIL
league win since returning to the senior
ranks, 28 won with bonus points, a fantastic
achievement.

Top of the league, with six games in the AlL
played and four won. However, everyone
involved is well aware that there are difficult games still to come. But with confidence high
and the team knowing they can compete well in this higher league, a top four finish cannot
be discounted. We extend the coaches, captain and all the players the very best wishes for
the remainder of the season.

The 2nd XV have also had excellent results to
date in the league. The team has played six
games, winning four, and are well placed in
3rd position. When at full strength, the team
is the match for any opposition and with
competition for places on the 1st XV fierce,
the players are putting their hands up with
strong performances week on week.

Some stand out league results have been
wins over Banbridge (44-14), Clougher Valley
(31-21), Dungannon (38-0) and the ten tries
against Ballyclare, (62-0).
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The team are also enjoying a good run in the
Junior Cup with wins over Bangor, Lurgan and
Grosvenor putting them through to the semi-
final, where Ballynahinch now await.

The 3rd and 4th XV's have become a great
success and are playing the usual brand of
open running rugby. Selection is now a key
feature for these sides, whereas not long ago
it was just a case of finding enough players to
fulfil fixtures.

To date, the 3rd XV have played six games,
winning four. While the 4th XV have played
five games also winning four, with the sides
sitting third and second, respectively, in their
leagues.

Overall, it is great to see all the teams, from 1stXV to 4thXV, competing well in their leagues,
which is a reflection of the hard work of the coaches and players right throughout the Club.

A real success is the continued development of our youth section with squads competing
in the leagues at U4, U16 and U18 age grades. Over 180 players are registered in the youth
section with a vast majority joining from non-traditional rugby schools. This is all down

to the hard work of convenor Michael Fairbanks and CCRO Roy Lawton who, over the last
number of years, have completed weekly training sessions at a number of schools in the
greater Belfast and Lisburn areas.

All the teams are competing extremely well in
their leagues with the U18s currently 2nd in
the table with four wins from six matches, the
U16s are also in 2nd position, with four wins
out of five and the Ul4s are top of their league
with five wins from five games.

We have also started a girls youth section
and whilst numbers remain low, our players
join those from other clubs to form combined
teams in order to get game time. It's a start
and something for us now to build upon.

Thanks to Colin Wilde for his work to develop
this area of the club.
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The mini section under convenor Ciara Maitland continues to expand with nearly 200 players
turning out every week. Regular blitzes and matches are played both home and away, with
good performances recorded from all our age grade squads.

| would encourage everyone to keep up to date with news, match reports, photos and
details of events via our social media channels. Pre match lunches are always a great way
to catch up with old friends and the players really do appreciate the crowds that come to
watch games. However, if you are unable to get down to Shaw’s Bridge, the 1stXV matches
are now streamed live online.

Finally I would like to wish all coaches, players and members a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.

MA
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Obituaries

AR A A A wife Wendy with whom he, in the following years, travelled the globe on diplomatic service

extending their worldwide friendships. On closure of the embassy Michael was instrumental
in organising the evacuation of the remaining members of staff and liaising with other
government agencies.

When children came along in Rosaleen and Oliver, and in the nature of Foreign Office
service, the family had to endure sending their children home to boarding schools. This was
borne with some distress but with stoicism by parents and children alike. However, in the
school holidays there were memorable adventures. On one African safari the family, together
with granny Kyle, set out on an ambitious and challenging, not to mention unescorted, trip
through a game park. In the course of this journey the vehicle in which they were travelling
got stuck in a swamp and in a perilous position Michael, with some fortitude, decided that
the best hope of rescue was for him to strike out on his own to seek assistance. He walked
through elephant and lion country for ten kilometres and eventually came to a guard post.
However, the guards were uninterested in returning to help the stranded family. Whilst

Michael Anthony Kyle (Inchmarlo & RBAI) arguing with them, a Dutch party arrived in a vehicle with a winch and they agreed to return
to Michael's family and pull the vehicle out of the swamp. Needless to say, on his safe return

Michael Anthony Kyle was born on 20th of July 1948 into an established Instonian family. his family were greatly relieved, as was Michael.
He was preceded by his father (James Kyle), his uncle () Scot Kyle) and his elder brother
Terence, who was a considerable influence on Michael’s young life and whom he held in the
highest regard and affection.

Michael was a character and something of a raconteur and thespian. He was always keen to
participate in amateur dramatics and always enjoyed a good tale which he would recount

with obvious enjoyment. His experiences in a wide ranging career and personal life provided
Given his family background it was inevitable that Michael should follow in these footsteps him with a fund of stories on which he could, and regularly did, “dine out”.

and he duly entered Inchmarlo where he enjoyed many formative years in both work and

sport in which he revelled and where he met many of his lifelong friends. In summary, Michael was indefatigable, conscientious and a good friend who will be very

sadly missed by his family to whom he was such a big influence and an irreplaceable
Those happy years were followed by transition to Inst, where as well as applying himself support. He will also be greatly missed by his many friends both in the UK and globally.
to his studies, in which he was consistently a high achiever, he participated in the many PSP

extracurricular sports and activities available. Michael was particularly fond of rugby and
played in School and House teams where his size dictated that he should play in what in
those days was known as the second row. He joined the School Scout Troup where he gained
his Queen’s Scout award. He was also appointed a School Prefect completing a school career
of participation and commitment.

Michael was accepted into Christ’'s College Cambridge, and as was his way at school, took full
part in college life, rowing being one of his favourite sports. He also enjoyed participation

in the University OTC which gave him the opportunity for more disciplined and adventurous
activities suited to his character. On leaving Cambridge with a degree in Law he was
recruited into the Foreign Office where he pursued what was a demanding and disciplined
career.

Michael's first posting was to Saigon at a time when Vietnam was in the throes of war. He
entered this posting with enthusiasm and became versed in the country's language and
culture making lifelong friends who would provide him with a global network and with whom
he kept in touch throughout his life. Whilst in the Saigon Embassy, Michael met his future
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Kenneth Melville Eric Lee ( RBAI 1963-1968)

This is an informal and personal tribute to Kenny. | have taken into account the many
memories of his Instonians friends and colleagues over the years.

Kenny started his hockey career as a schoolboy on Instonians 6th XI. He progressed up the
club to the Senior 1st XI where he played for many years. As he got older he played back
down the teams, ending his career captaining the 6th XI, where he had started. Not many
opposing players got past Kenny's famous table football swish as sweeper.

It's great that both Kenny's sons, Richard and Mark, continue to play for the Club, with the
next generation not far behind.

Kenny never played in a pre-season friendly - he didn't understand the word “friendly”.
As captain of many teams, he was a stickler for wearing the proper kit. We had to tuck
our shirts in, take our gloves off and we certainly weren’t allowed to wear the Instonians
striped rugby socks! There was definitely no talking to the opposition during the match
- that was for afterwards, in the bar, when Kenny's famous, “mine’s a pint of Tennents”,
would cheerfully ring out from our skipper.

Kenny and his good friend Haydn Taylor were instrumental in starting the Youth Hockey
at Instonians. They were often heard discussing the various attributes of a young Brown,
Irwin, Watt or Hollway. As we were all told - they don’t make them like that anymore!

It is very fitting that Kenny's eldest son, Richard, has taken on the mantel of running the
Youth Hockey - it has grown to be a successful conveyor belt for both boys and girls into
the Club.
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Like a lot of Instonians Hockey players in the halcyon days of Shane Park, Kenny played
cricket for Instonians in the summer. As a fast bowler, he had a fearsome reputation -
especially from the wicket keeper on his own team! As a batter his mantra was always, “six
or out” and this served him well.

Kenny and family had lots of holidays on the idyllic island of Zakynthos in Greece. They
visited his brother Ivan who had lived there for many years. Kenny enjoyed relaxing by the
pool, the good food and especially the red wine. He always reminisced, especially about a
‘current year vintage red’, sold in a two litre plastic bottle that only cost two euros. He said
the bottle had a warning on the side “do not spill on skin”!

In later years Kenny and Rosemary holidayed in Rosscarbery, Co Cork. Kenny whiled away
many happy hours walking the dog and fishing nearby hoping to catch something to cook for
dinner.

Kenny loved to cook, especially a barbeque. He always said that it was never too cold to
barbecue - you just put on an extra jumper. It was well known that he kept Dennys in full
production due to the number of sausages he kept in his freezer for the dog and his family
coming to visit.

Kenny was the first person to be President of the
Ulster Hockey Union, twice. First, as President of the
Men's and then President of the combined Men’s and
Ladies. He also served for many years on the Finance
Committee of Ulster Hockey where he kept a keen eye
on the accounts.

In June of this year, Kenny was presented with the
prestigious Carson Clarke Memorial award for his
outstanding long-term service to Ulster Hockey.

Sincere condolences to Rosemary, Richard, Mark and
their families.

Sadly missed by all who knew him. His friends at the
‘Coffee Guys' continue to raise a cuppa to him at their
weekly gatherings.

Kenneth Melville Eric Lee

8 July 1951 - 14 September 2025
lan Crossan

November 2025
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Membership

New Members

Dalgity PG (1982-96) Simpson 1) MSc (1995-02)
McCracken K (1988-95) Sweeney C (1986-00)
Pyper | (1979-85)

Resignations

McDougall SD  (2014-21)

School-leavers :-

22 x June 2025 leavers

Re-instatements: -

Irwin AE (1991-99) Montgomery AL (2002-09)
McCann RL (1991-98) Stewart W) (2001-05)
Deaths
Armstrong James (1943-48) Canada.
Cross ) LLB died 11 August 2025 peacefully at home.
Houston Rev SK (1954-61)  died peacefully at hospital 24 May 2024.
Kyle MA (1953-67)  Arundel, died September 2025.
Lee KME (1963-68)  died 14 September 2025.
Petrie JW (1950-59)  died 2 August 2025 peacefully at nursing home.
Savage SB (1935-47)  died 13 October 2025 at care home.
Whitten BSR (1953-60)  died peacefully at home 20 July 2025 aged 84.
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