RSN RN OF BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION

SPRING 2026 NO: 75




‘BOIA ANNUAL DINNER 2026 | S S E A’ H O RS E

THE NEWSLETTER OF BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION

FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER
R.B.A.I. COMMON HALL
BLACKTIE 7.00 FOR7.30 £50

Belfast Old Instonians Association

President: Dougy Madill
Chairman: Allen McKinstry

Hon. Treasurer
Philip Seay
c/o RBAI College Square East,
Belfast BT16DL

Hon. Secretary
Steven Thompson
17, Millreagh Drive, Dundonald BT16 1WP
Mob 07701048278

Payment can be made online via the BOIA website (boia.org.uk)

YEAR CONVENORS Email steven@alni.co.uk Mob. 07885 110611
2016 10 YEAR Ben Palmer bencpalmer@icloud.com email philip.seay@ntlworld.com
Mark Keane mwwkeane@gmail.com
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2006 20 YEAR Brian Spencer brianjohnspencr@gmail.com Matthew Young J.T. Walker
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1996

30 YEAR

Darren Rainey
Stephen Whalley

Chris Murphy
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hello@stephenwhalley.com

chrismarkmurphy@hotmail.com

E: matthewcolinyoung@gmail.com
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A Word from the Recorder

1986 40 YEAR John McCausland
Colin Nesbitt

Gary McMillan

jkmccausland@yahoo.co.uk
nescolinl@gmail.com
gary568mcmillan@btinternet.com

It is great to see the continued success and development of the Instonian community. With
a number of regular alumni events taking place across the UK and globally, alongside the
launch of the Instonians Business Network LinkedIn Group, it is clear that as we continue to

1976 50 YEAR Ken Bamfor'd kenbamford@btinternet.com grow, the connections between members is stronger than ever.
Stepher.1 Rainey rsrdoc@hotmail.cgm As ever, | encourage all readers to submit contributions for future editions of Seahorse,
Peter Nicol peternicol57@gmail.com whether articles, announcements, or items of interest, they should be sent to
. ‘ , matthewcolinyoung@gmail.com.
1966 60 YEAR Alan Wilson alanwilson888@btinternet.com
Jim Kennedy james.kennedy39@yahoo.com Thanks, MCY
Mike Devon mikedevon1i@gmail.com
Dougy Madill douglasmadill@btinternet.com 07894709112
215 Mealough Rd., Drumbo BT27 5LE
John Glenn johnglenn85@gmail.com 07841533039 o ®

www.facebook.com/boia.org.uk www.twitter.com/oldinstonians
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BOIA London Dinner 2026

This year's annual London
dinner saw us move to a new
venue: The National Liberal
Club in central London. We
had a magnificent turnout
of over 90 members from
London and the rest of the
UK. This year we had a
unigue representation of
several groups of Fathers
and Sons or, “Dads n Lads”,
as they called themselves!

Our President, Dougy

Madill, welcomed the guests
and paid tribute to Janet
Williamson for her leadership
and achievements stretching
over 19 years at RBAI. On
behalf of the Association,
Dougy presented Janet with
a gift on this her final B.O.l.A. dinner, to mark her forthcoming retirement.

Responding, Janet thanked the Association for the extremely generous contributions

to school life that it had made throughout her years as Principal, including the recent
presentation of a new electronic Grand Piano,
equipment for the Robotics team, a lectern for the
Debating Society and several other items for the
school.

Following a lovely meal, the President gave an
amusing speech recalling his memories of his years
at Inst — both as pupil and a Master and toasted the
health of the guests. Uniquely, this was responded-
to by his son Jonny; the first Head Boy appointed by
Janet.

The evening concluded, in the traditional manner,
with the singing of the School Song.
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News from Home and Abroad

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DUBLIN ALUMNI DRINKS RECEPTION - THURSDAY 28 MAY 2026
BELFAST DINNER - FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER 2026

EDINBURGH REUNION - FRIDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2026

LONDON DINNER - FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2027

Details and booking forms will follow shortly.

Linked [}

We are pleased to report on the launch of the Instonians Business Network LinkedIn Group.
Whether it's seeking advice, sourcing a trusted service, forming partnerships, or simply
reconnecting with fellow Instonians in business, this group is intended to create long-term
value for its members.

We would greatly encourage all Instonians to join the group in order to keep up-to-date of
the various interesting developments and successes of our community in business, while
(re)connecting with each other.

You can join the group by searching for Instonians Business Network on LinkedIn.

Congratulations to Benjamin William
Hastings (Inchmarlo and RBAI
1995-2010) who recently celebrated
success at the 86th Grammy Awards,
where he won Best Contemporary
Christian Music Performance for

his song, “Hard Fought Hallelujah,
performed by Brandon Lake and

Jelly Roll.
< Benjamin is a Christian music

artist who rose to fame being a
member of Australian worship
bands Hillsong Worship and
Hillsong United. During his time at

RBAI, Benjamin studied music with Mr Bolton and was on the 1st XV
Rugby team. He is now a successful musician and songwriter living in Nashville, Tennessee
and very highly regarded in Christian music circles.
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Great to hear the success of Martin McDowell (Inchmarlo
& RBAI 1963-1978), who was recognised with an OBE in
the 2026 New Years Honours list for services to charity
and to public services in Northern Ireland. Alongside his
role as Chairman of The Odyssey Trust, Martin has been a
valued member of the RBAI Board of Governors for more
than a decade, playing an important role in RBAI's new
South Wing development. Congratulations Martin.

things Inst.

RBAI alumni at the Manchester event

SEA-HORSE

Fantastic to see a recent RBAI
alumni event taking place in
Manchester. We extend our
thanks to Gareth Martin (RBAI
1994 - 2001), for generously
hosting the event.

Cillian Woods, Senior Teacher
and Head of Key Stage 3 joined
RBAI Governor Jim Rutherford
and RBAI Foundation Director
Peter Anderson to update
guests on the Enduring
Excellence campaign and all

SPRING 2026

Congratulations to Robbie Marrs (RBAI
2010-2017) who recently received

the Sir Felix Cassel Bronze Medal at
The Musicians’ Company Installation
Dinner in London. The annual award is
presented by The Musicians’ Company
to outstanding musicians within the UK
Armed Forces, specifically recognising
excellence in training and contribution
to military bands.

Robbie received the award for his
approach to training and exceptional
contribution to the Band of the Royal
Air Force Regiment. His musical
influence and team ethos have
already made a remarkable impact.
Congratulations Robbie for this well
deserved honour.

e Marrs (RBAI 2010-2017) receiving the

Robbi
Sir Felix Cassel Bronze Medal
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Rugby Report

In the last report our 1st XV had played

six AIL games, winning four, and were
sitting top of division 1B. In the run up to
Christmas two further league games were
played, firstly against Queen's, with our side
recording a comfortable victory 40-7, which
was then followed up the next week with
another high scoring win over Blackrock,
42-18. Understandably, the game scheduled
against Armagh was postponed due a player
bereavement within their club.

Overall, this was a great first half to the
league campaign and our squad proved
they were certainly not out of their depth in
Division 1.

By winning our section of the Ulster league at
the start of the season, we had qualified for the
final of the Ulster Senior Cup, this was played
on 27th December at the Affidea Stadium,
against Ballynahinch. In a tight and competitive
match the opposition proved just too strong on
the day with Hinch lifting the Cup with a score
of 19-14.,

Into January and it was back to the league
campaign with us to play Armagh away and
then home on consecutive weeks. They took the
points, winning 23-17, in the first game with us
then claiming the victory the next week 29-14.
Blackrock way was next and in very blustery
conditions, which they utilised better, we lost
20-7.
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Queen’s then made the short trip to Shaw’s
Bridge and in @ much closer match than the
previous game, we manged to secure a bonus
point win 29-22. Next up was the long trip to Cork
to face Highfield, who we had just managed to
narrowly defeat at home. However, in an end to
end game our side had just managed to get ahead
in the dying minutes leading 31-35, only for the
home side to be awarded an injury time penalty
which, after several phases, they scored under the
posts and took the league points winning 38-35.
This was a tough result for the squad who had
fought hard for 90 minutes. Dublin University at
home was our next game, this would not be an
easy match and so it proved with us losing to the
better side on the day 29-12. This result ended our
sides 33 home game run of victories.

League leaders Old Wesley, away, was the next
game and in a thrilling match, in front of a large, vocal travelling support, our side secured
a fantastic bonus point win 32-35 a great way
to get back to winning ways. Garryowen then
travelled from Limerick having gained strong
momentum over recent games and in a close
match they scored late on to take the win, 33-
36. We now had only two league games to play,
UUC at home and Naas away, sitting third in
the league. With wins in these last two games a
playoff place would be secured. Who this would
be against and where it would to be played
would be determined by the final league placing
of the top four sides.

On the representative front it was great to see
Club Captain, David Whitten, getting selected
for the Ireland Clubs Squad to face their
Scottish counterparts. Whilst the game was won
by the Irish team David unfortunately picked up
an injury that would rule out for the remainder
of this season.
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Another of our players who was recognised for
his great performances throughout the season,
was full back, Bradley McNamara. With key
injuries in the Ulster squad, Bradley was drafted
into the Ulster squad and played against
Cardiff, coming on from the bench. He was then
selected to start against the Toyota Cheetahs in
Amsterdam, unfortunately the weather won the
day and the game was cancelled. However, it
was great to see that a Club player can still be
recognised and make the transition up to the
professional game.

The 2nd XV have continued to have excellent
results in the league. The team has played 14
games, winning 11, and are well placed in 3rd
position. Our squad is now well settled with
the same side taking to the field week on
week, which has not always been the case in
previous seasons. With the team playing well
the competition for places on the 1st XV is a real feature with 2nd XV players ready to step up
and take their chance when the opportunity arises.

Some standout recent league results have
been wins over Armagh 33-0, Queen’s 45-7
and Malone 33-12. Also, the team had a good
run in the Junior Cup, making it through

to the semifinal where, unfortunately,
Ballynahinch progressed to the final by
winning 28-5.

The 3rds and 4ths also continue to have
strong results playing open running rugby.
Regular training with large squad turn outs
has really helped build the continuity and
performances of these sides. The 3rds

are sitting second in their league with 11
wins from 15 matches including 40-5 over
CIYMS 2nds and 55-7 over Randalstown
2nds. Unfortunately, we came unstuck in
the league against Cooke 2nds but made
amends winning the return match 33-13.
Then, more importantly, in the semifinal
of the Crawford Cup the 3rds again defeated Cooke 2nds to make it through to the final, to
be played at the Affidea Stadium (Ravenhill), at the end of April. Their opponents are to be
Banbridge 3rds and should be a great day out for the team and Club.
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Our 4th XV have P10 W6 D1 and can compete with any side in their league. Due to the large
number of players at this level, consideration is being given to maybe entering a 5th XV

in the league. However, with the cost of insurance etc we would need to ensure we could
regularly field a team. This is a unique situation for us to be in as most other Clubs are
dropping sides due to the lack of players.

The 4ths entered the McCamley Cup but unfortunately were drawn against Ballymena 5ths, a
very strong closed team which wins this cup regularly and we therefore did not progress.

The youth section continues to go from strength to strength with full squads competing
in the various leagues at each age grade. The U18s are 2nd in their league with 9 wins from
12 games. Unfortunately, a strong Ballymoney side knocked us out of the Cup and then
Banbridge defeated us in the Plate which ended any possibility of winning silverware this
season. Overall, the U18s have had a great season with squad numbers increasing and the
skills of the players improving across all positions.

4
9

Instonians

o

Our U16s are also sitting in 2nd place in the league having won 8 of their 10 games. In the
Cup, they have defeated both Rainey and Strabane to make it through to the quarter final
stage and we wish them best of luck for this match.

Top of their league are the Ul4s with 8 wins and a draw from 10 games, with some great
results including a 21-0 win over Ballynahinch, never an easy task. In the Ul4s Cup, a win
over Carrick has progressed the team through to the quarter finals where they are to face
Dungannon.

SEA-HORSE SPRING 2026




The girls and ladies section has gained momentum. Whilst the girls numbers remain low,
the players are getting matches as various clubs amalgamate their squads to fulfil fixtures.
We have entered the IRFU
‘Give it a Try’ programme to
promote the girls game and
will be holding an open day at
Shaw’s Bridge after Easter, so
look out for more information.

Our ladies TAG team is now
well established with a full
squad and regular games
being played. Also great to see
that we are to host the Ulster
Branch TAG finals at Shaw's
Bridge towards the end of the
season.

The mini’'s appear to expand year on year with
around 200 regularly turning out on Saturday

mornings. With matches, blitz's and training
arranged both home and away, it takes a lot of
organising and we are grateful to convenor Ciara,
along with everyone who assists with running the
section each week.

As you can see the whole club, from 1st XV right
down to mini's, is performing really well. All teams
are competitive in their leagues and we are still
hopeful of lifting some silverware before the
season ends.

You can keep up to date with all fixtures, results
and events via all the social media channels.
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The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund welcomes new and additional funding. Please
use this simple form to make donations. Taxpayers who tick the Gift Aid declaration
effectively increase their donations by 25% at no extra cost to themselves. The fund is
now a registered Charity with the NI Charity Commission (N1C100649)

THE OLD INSTONIANS BENEVOLENT FUND
Philip Seay,

24 Circular Road,
Belfast BT4 2GA

YES | WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION

TELEPNONE NO: ettt ettt e et e st st e s se st e sae st essessaesbessasssessasssessasssessassaesanns

Please accept my giftof £.......cooooiiiiiiii to the fund noted above.

Cheques should be crossed and made payable to:
The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund

SIGNATUNE. Lo Date: oo

ADD 25% TO YOUR DONATION

Please tick one box only

|:| GIFT AID DECLARATION: | am a UK tax payer and | want all donations | have made
to the above fund since 06/04/2000 and all donations | have made from the date
of this declaration, until | notify you otherwise to be treated as Gift Aid donations.
| understand that | must have paid income tax or capital gains tax equal to the tax
reclaimed by the charity on my donations, in the same year as the gift was made.

[ 1am not a UK tax payer
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BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application Form

SUTNAME: ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeseeeeeeeseenes First Name(S): e oo eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene
(BLOCK CAPS)

AdAIESS:..ueceeeereeeereereetecreereeeeereeeenreesrenees Date of Birth:......coeeeecveereeeeeeceeeeereereneene
B ) eeeeeeeeeeeseaseaseseseseesesseeseeseseessensenes TELNO: ettt
...................................................................... EMAilicoveeeeeeireeecececce e
POSTCOAE: ...ttt

DEegrees/DIPlomas (if @NY):....ccccveveeeererereeeeeeterereeetetesereeeesesesesesesassesesesessasesesesesessasanes
Attended Inchmarlo/RBAI from: ceveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. (Year) to: ..o (year)

Email/Text @ Post d  Phone Q

DATA PRIVACY

Any personal information given to us will be processed in accordance with data protection
legislation. The Association collects, stores and processes personal data for the purpose of
maintaining your connection to RBAI. Your data will not be passed to third parties, other than
approved representatives of the Association, or where there is legal requirement.

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION

The Recorder would welcome news of Old Boys for inclusion in Sea-Horse.
FULL NGB! ettt ettt a e st et s e b et et s b b s e e et s
DAtes At R.B.A.L: ettt

YOUF INFOFMARION: ...ttt ettt eae e s s eseebe s e s ensesseseesesbesenseneen

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Register of Members

Amendments/change of address

Please return the change of address form to:
JT Walker

Hon. Membership Secretary
9 Pinehill Road
Bangor BT19 6SA

Telephone: 07709 525150
Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

DECLARATION
| wish to become a Member of the Association and undertake to abide by the present or future
Rules and Regulations of the Association, if | am elected.

MEMDEI'S NAME: ...ttt ettt sttt ettt e et e st sse e ssesasbe et ssestesesasenansan
Signature:.............. e Date:.................' ............. e New or amended address: oo
The annual subscription of £20 FOR ALL AGE GROUPS must be sent with application.
Please return the completed form and subscription (cheques payable to 230 20 1990 I o 33T
Trevor Walker
Hon. Membership Secretary — ————————— s Postcode: ...,
9 Pinehill Road Vi hool: .
Bangor Telephone: 07709 525150 ear at SCNOOL: ..oovvvereeeccccernrererrreeccee e L0 D OSSP OORPPPPRRPPPPPPPIRN
BT19 65A Email: thalker@tlscall'co'Uk LITE@ OF ANNUAL cueieveeieecieciecctece ettt etecsaresse e beessreessresseesssessssesssessseesssesssesassesssessseses
If you wish to become a member of the Instonians Club at Shaw’s Bridge in any of the catagories below, oo o oo oo oo o e e e e oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
please indicate by ticking the appropriate box(es). A Club Application form will be sent to you.
DEATHS
INSTONIANS CLUB, SHAW'S BRIDGE
FULL NGME Of ECERASEM:.....cooieiiierteieeteteet ettt et ste st ste st e sbe st et essessaessas s asaasnnens
E:iﬁ:t For Further information contact:
. . DAteS @t R.B.A.L: ettt rereeeenreeeeeee s sneeeennesssnnesennne Age:eiiiiieceee
Playing Membershi
ying P Hockey Mrs Sharon Crossan
_ 7 Rosevale, Avenue Date and place OFf dEALH c..c.coueueirieieee ettt ettt
Ordinary Drumbeg
Non-Playing Membership 2(‘)’3;?; Belfast BT17 9LG Name and addreSs OF SENUET .......c.eueuriururiurieiresireieisetsesisesetesseasssesssssssasssessssesssssssssssssseses
Associate sharoncrossan@sky.com X X e
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Instonians Exiles Golf Society

_ Surbiton Golf Club

I'm always amazed how time flies when you look after a golf society. It's Spring already and
we have our two outings for 2026 already booked and on the calendar - | just need some
players to join us.

Our first outing is as usual, the defence of the Dulux Cup at Surbiton Golf Club on Friday
29th May. We practically own this cup by now and it would be shame to have to present it to
some other exile school society. We are usually joined by Coleraine and this year, Methody/
Collegians have promised to have at least one full team, if not two - like ourselves. The
more the merrier! There will also be a team of exiles who are unable to make up a team of
four, so are united in golf.

Our own day is back at Finchley Golf Club in September - Friday 18th to be precise - and |
am hopeful that we will have a good turnout. The club look after us well, even though we do
not currently have a member. Put this date to one side as well, please!

Lastly, please let me know if you are available and if you also know of any exile Instonians or
other Northern Ireland school that would like to join us. We are a harmless bunch, and it is
more of a social club outing than a proper competition - but there are prizes to win!

| await your emails to let me know that you are available for one, the other or both (think |
have just re-failed by English “O” level with that remark!). Players from “home” are always
welcome, as Allan Sweeny will vouch. We look forward to welcoming him in September!

Good golfing to all,

GRD

Organiser etc.
nacnudmaharg@gmail.com
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Hockey Report

As | write this report we find ourselves at the business end of the season for all of our
men'’s teams.

After an extended Christmas/New
Year break, the 1st XI have had a
very successful run during which
they have played some excellent
and, at times, very exciting hockey.
Comprehensive wins against

North Down and Bangor saw the
team reach the semi-final of the
Anderson Cup in which they were
drawn against IHL1 League leaders
Lisnagarvey. To make matters worse,
the game was to be played away at
Comber Road! However, on a very
cold evening, where at times it was
a bit more like ice-hockey, we gave
a very good account of ourselves
eventually losing narrowly 3-2. In fact, had we taken more of our chances we could easily
have won the game. The Irish Senior Cup saw us drawn away again against another IHL1
team, Corinthians, at St Columba'’s School in Dublin. The final result in that match was a 4-0
defeat but that was certainly not a true reflection of the game which was much closer than
that suggests. Again it was a case of missed chances.

However, in the Premier League and in the post-Christmas IHL2 League it has been a very
different story. In the League we are unbeaten since the beginning of November. With three
matches to go, we need three wins to secure second place behind Queen’s which would
guarantee us IHL hockey again next year no matter what happens in our IHL2 campaign. In
IHL2 League, which this year is

for the first time a full ten team
league, we have played six of

our nine fixtures so far and are
currently sitting in third place with
five wins and a draw. We have a
game in hand and if we win this
we will be top of the League.
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Results include comprehensive
wins against Queen’s, Catholic
Institute, Cl Annadale and

South Antrim. The entire team

is performing well but special
mention should go to our captain
Ben Palmer and the team'’s elder
statesman, Steven Kelso, both of
whom are scoring goals galore and
also to Matthew McAreavey who
has been given numerous man of
the match awards by his peers.
Hopefully when it comes to the
summer report | will be telling you
about positive outcomes in both competitions.

F |R U SPORTS

The 2nd XI, under the captaincy of Ben Young and with his dad John assisting as Manager,
have also had a very successful second half of the season. Until a recent narrow defeat

in their last game against a strong Banbridge 2nd XI they had been on an eleven-match
unbeaten run since late November. This included victories against Banbridge and South
Antrim and draws with Cookstown away and league leaders Lisnagarvey at Shaw'’s Bridge.
Ben and John have done a fantastic job and with two games to go it looks like the team will
finish third or fourth in what is always an extremely competitive league.

Caelan Tyler's 3rd XI have had a
tough season in Junior 2 but with
a few games to go have, all being
well, done enough to ensure
safety. Schoolboys Zak Larmour
in nets and Charles Hollway have
been regular strong performers
and the team have also relied

on the experience of the likes

of Clarke Kennedy and Stuart
McWilliams.

With captain John Gilmore having
to stand down during the season,
we were delighted that another
schoolboy James Nelson agreed
to take on the captaincy of the 4th Xl with on pitch assistance from the inimitable Paul
Hollway. James and Paul have continued John's good work and as with the 3rd’s, with only
a few games remaining, the 4th’s Junior 4 status should be safe for another reason. This is
important as this team is the introduction to senior hockey for many of our schoolboys so
we want the 4th XI to be playing at a good level.
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At this point | must offer the Club’s congratulations to RBAI for what may well be an
unprecedented season. Following on from their McCullough Cup success before Christmas,
the 1st XI reached the Burney Cup final for the third year in a row. Unfortunately, they
narrowly lost out to Banbridge Academy, 3-2, in that final. The 2nd XI, having won the Prior
Shield in December, reached the final of the Dowdall Cup where they faced Cookstown
High School and were victorious to secure a fantastic double. Regular Club players James
Nelson and Johnny Weatherup were mainstays in the team. The School teams also won the
Bannister Bowl (U13), the Ferris Cup Plate (U14) and were beaten in final of the Richardson
Cup (U15). In addition, | must congratulate Instonians Ladies on their 2nd Xl winning the
Junior League 5 to gain promotion and the 1st XI on a fantastic 3-1 win in the final of the Irish
Hockey Trophy against Greenfields. The Ladies go from strength to strength and they now
have two girls Brooke Duncan and Martha McMurray representing Ireland U16’s in Germany
over Easter.

Over Easter the men’s club will also be well represented at underage levels with Matthew
McAreavey in the Irish U21 squad going to Loughborough, Robbie McAreavey in the Irish U18
squad heading to Germany and Zak Larmour & Charles Hollway in the U16 squad who will
be competing in Belgium. Also our 1st XI coach Mark Evans is taking an Ulster U21 squad

to Scotland which includes Frank Hollway and if they hadn’t been injured would also have
included Toby Lyons & Jacob McElhatton. Adam Price, Daniel Shannon and Charlie Keys are
training with an Ulster U18 panel. If | have missed anyone apologies (we now have so many
involved it is hard to keep track at times!) and we wish everyone involved all the very best
and our injured players a return to fitness as soon as possible.
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The Seahorses Youth Academy season is drawing to another successful close. We have just
hosted a wonderful day with visiting teams from Railway Union and are now in the midst of
another Easter Camp. Railway Union travelled from Dubin with approximately 40 boys and
girls at U13 level along with their parents and | am reliably informed that great fun was had
by all. A return trip to Dublin is scheduled for the end of April when we plan to take two bus
loads of kids and their parents for what | am sure will be another super day out. At present,
our U14 boys and U12 girls are both planning tours to Germany but more of that in future
reports. Our last “blitz” took place at the end of March when approximately 300 boys at U9,
U11 and U13 levels descended upon Shaw’s Bridge. In addition to ourselves, Cl Annadale,
Belfast Harlequins, Banbridge, Cookstown, Lisnagarvey, Saintfield, Civil Service and Bangor
all fielded teams with hockey being played non-stop
from 9.00am until 5.00pm. The end of season finals
days are now fast approaching with it is looking likely
that all our teams at U11, U13 and U15 will be involved
and we wish them all every success.

Thanks are also due to David Kelso and Tim Hogg as
well as many of our Youth players and their parents
who all contributed to a much needed major clean
up at Shaw'’s Bridge recently. It is pleasing to see our
excellent facilities “spick and span” once again.

So still lots of hockey to play between now and the
end of the season and hopefully good news to follow
in the summer edition!

RP
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Obituaries

Ronald Simpson (Ronnie) Barron (RBAI 1945-1950)

Ronald Simpson (Ronnie) Barron (RBAI 1945-1950), passed away peacefully at his home in
Dumbo on February 10, 2026, following a short illness. A man of unshakeable Christian faith
and a lifelong member of Crecent Church, which was an integral part of his life.

He will be sadly missed by his wife Edna, his children Julianne, Owen, and Ralph, and a large
family of grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Born one of seven children, he gained a scholarship to attend Royal Belfast Academical
Institution from 1945 to 1950, matriculating at just 17 years old. It was during these years
that he developed a lifelong passion for rugby. While university was not initially a financial
option, he qualified as a teacher at Stranmillis College by age 21, where he also served as

Student Union President. He later returned to education
4 as a mature student, earning both a BSc and a Master’s
| degree.

Ronnie dedicated his professional life to education,
beginning as a physics teacher at the Boys' Model School.
He eventually became a lecturer in Education and Science
at Stranmillis University College. His career extended
globally as an educational advisor for the British Council,
taking him to Egypt, Ghana, and Pakistan. At Stranmillis,
he also managed the student halls of residence for many
years. In addition to his lecturing.

He played rugby for the King’s Scholars and Instonians.
Beyond playing, he was a coach and selector for Kings
Scholars and Instonians, a club he held close to his heart.

Ronald Simpson Barron (1932 - 2026)

playing Ulster U18s
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Robert Samuel James Houston McKelvey, OBE QVRM TD (RBAI 1954-61)

The Instonian family is very sad to hear of the sudden passing of The Very Rev Dr Houston
McKelvey (RBAI 1954-61).

As a pupil, Houston travelled by bus to RBAI every morning from Muckamore, Co. Antrim.
Houston was always grateful for the opportunities that Inst opened up to a boy from a
small mill village, and against any policy that removed similar opportunity from future
generations. After Queen’s, he went to theological college in Dublin and won a number of
prizes studying Divinity at Trinity College Dublin.

He was curate in St Colman’s Dunmurry from 1967-1970 and then took his own parish at St
Hilda's in Seymour Hill from 1970-1981.

During his time at St Hilda's, Houston promoted inter-denominational activities when it was
not always easy to do so and focused on positive youth activities, including through leading
the Church Lads Brigade. He participated in Church of Ireland delegations to America during
the 1980s, including meeting leading Irish American members of Congress.

In 2001, he became Dean of Belfast Cathedral where he continued to promote inter-
denominational co-operation and took on the mantle of being Belfast’s Black Santa with the
annual sit out for charity. In 2004, he reopened the sit out after the Boxing Day tsunami in
Asia and raised over £1.6million for the survivors. Houston also oversaw the addition of the
Spire of Hope to the cathedral, a lasting addition to Belfast’s skyline. Houston was awarded
the OBE in 2010 and retired as Dean in 2011.

In recent years, Houston catalogued many Instonians who fought and died in the two World
Wars, regularly posting details of their graves and memorials on social media.

Houston is survived by his wife Roberta, son John (a Nato official in Belgium), daughter-in-
law Catherine and grandsons Patrick and Rory.

SEA-HORSE SPRING 2026

Dr John Rainey MBE (Inchmarlo & RBAI 1959-69)

We are greatly saddened to hear the passing of Dr John Rainey (Inchmarlo & RBAI 1959-69),
an accomplished businessman and friend to many in the Instonian community. Included
below is an obituary published in The Belfast Telegraph.

Well-known Co Down businessman who died suddenly was ‘extraordinary boss and
exceptional human being.

A prominent businessman has died suddenly in a “heartbreaking” loss for all who knew him.

Manufacturing components company Denroy and its sister business Denman, which makes
hairbrushes, described Dr John Rainey MBE (75) as “an extraordinary boss and an exceptional
human being”.

Bangor-based Denroy's customers span the automotive, defence and aerospace markets.

Since it was co-founded by Dr Rainey and his father Max in 1972, it has grown a client base
including Bombardier, Spirit AeroSystems, Airbus and Boeing.

Hairbrushes made by Denman are sold the world over, and shot to fame in the 1960s after
they were used by the hairdresser Vidal Sassoon.

A spokesperson described Dr Rainey’s death as “sudden and heartbreaking”.
They said: “From all of us at Denroy and Denman, this loss is immeasurable.

“Dr John was so much more than a chairman. As the leader of a proud family business, he
poured his heart into every aspect of Denroy and Denman.

“His dedication was rooted in the same love, care, and integrity he had for his own family; a
family he adored and spoke of with immense pride and affection. They were his greatest joy,
and the foundation of everything he built.
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“Dr John was a remarkable leader, a visionary engineer, an inspiring entrepreneur and, above
all, a man who truly loved people.

“He cared about every individual in his company, their wellbeing, their growth, their families,
their future. His belief in people shaped the very culture we are proud to have today.

“His passion for the company was woven into everything he did. He built, nurtured,
protected and championed this business as though it were an extension of his home.

“His standards were high, his curiosity endless and his generosity unmatched. He was, quite
simply, an extraordinary boss and an exceptional human being.”

Denroy Group chief executive Kevin McNamee said: “Today we are mourning a man that
leaves an indelible mark on the industries we touch and in the memories of so many.

“He was truly one of a kind, not just leading but guiding with kindness, humility, warmth and
strength.

“We have been so moved by the outpouring of love and shared memories in response to this
news and we know that his memory will live on.

The company said it was mourning the loss of “a leader, a mentor, a colleague, and a dear
friend”.

“But we also celebrate the immense legacy he leaves behind a legacy built on kindness,
curiosity, courage, and love,” it added.

“Through his remarkable mentorship and unwavering belief in people, John invested deeply
in developing the next generation of leaders.

“His guidance, wisdom and steady hand have ensured that the business he loved so dearly
is in very good hands.

“In the meantime, we take comfort in one of his favourite authors, A.A. Milne, which feels
especially fitting today: ‘How lucky am | to have something that makes saying goodbye so
hard!

“We are all incredibly lucky to have had him. Our thoughts are with the Rainey family, his
friends, and everyone whose lives he touched. ”
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) Carson Rose (BOIA President 1989-1990)

We are sad to report that Carson Rose (BOIA President 1989-1990), once famously described
by the late David Holmes as Instonians royalty, has passed away at the age of 90.

Carson was President of Belfast Old Instonians’ Association 1989-1990: a position that he
filled with honour and distinction. He was a massive part of Instonians Cricket club for many
years and someone who gave so much to cricket both at Instonians and across the NCU. He
was one of the first to really push youth cricket, running Saturday morning sessions at Shane
Park long before organised leagues and competitions were in place.

A hugely talented wicketkeeper, Carson kept wickets for Instonians for 32 years from the age
of 16, as well as representing Ulster Town for many years. He was widely regarded as one

of the best in Ireland during his time, second only to Ossie Colhoun, who for years never
missed an Ireland match.

Off the field, Carson’s contribution was just as significant. He chaired the cricket committee
for a number of years and, alongside his brother Dixon, helped maintain the Shane Park
ground up until the move in 1999.

Many will also remember Carson as the man behind the monthly Senior Instonians lunches.
He organised them for years, and they remain an important part of the club, bringing people
together to catch up and share stories.

Above all, Carson was a gentleman and a proud Instonian.

Carson was a wonderful person and a fantastic supporter of the cricket club. Carson and
Yvonne were always together, regulars at Shaw's Bridge. He had a wonderful innings and will
be much missed by Instonians everywhere; and beyond.

Our thoughts are with Yvonne, Andrew and the wider circle at this time.
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Membership

New Members

Gribben PA (2004-11) 126 Ballygomartin Road, Belfast, BT13 3NE

Re-instatements: -

Cromie DS BSc (1974-81) 3 Retyn Barns, Summercourt, Newquay, TR8 5DE
Weir AB (1960-63) 156 Cumbrae Drive, Ayr, KA7 4GA

Deaths

Barkley AW (1962-70) Nebraska USA, died February 2026.
Graham Dr A (1953-60) died 6 February 2026.
Hogg W) (1953-58) died peacefully 9 December 2025.
Hosford D) (1942-49) Port Na Blagh, died 9 December 2025 at nursing home.
McKelvey Very Rev
Dr RSJH (1954-61) died 19 March 2026.
McLean )G (1937-41)  Portstewart, died 11 September 2025 peacefully at care home.
Mitchell RM (1960-74) died peacefully at hospital 8 May 2023.
Morrison CCM (1953-59) died peacefully at home 23 December 2025.
Rainey Dr JF (1959-69) died at hospital 10 February 2026.
Reilly JDL MBE (1969-76) died 21 February 2026.
Warnock WG (1970-84) Halifax, Yorks, died 24 November 2025.
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