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I would like to thank everyone for their submissions for this edition and I would 
greatly encourage others to come forward with any articles that they feel would 
be of interest for the next edition. If so, please feel free to contact me at 
matthewcolinyoung@gmail.com. 

Thanks, MCY

Articles for the next edition should be submitted by Friday 14th November 2025

YEAR CONVENORS

2015	 10 YEAR	 Patrick Dolaghan	 pdolaghan@hotmail.com	
		
2005	 20 YEAR	 Connor Irwin	 connor.irwin@hotmail.co.uk	
		  Stephen McMullan	 smcmullan129@c2ken.net	
		  Mikie Watt	 mikiewatt@hotmail.com	 	
	
1995	 30 YEAR	 Paul Arnold	 arnoldpaul@btinternet.com	
		  John Minnis	 jminnis@johnminnis.co.uk
		  Ashley Stewart	 jonathan_cowan@hotmail.com	

1985	 40 YEAR	 Alastair McCrossan	 amccrossan@jwmcminch.co.uk		
		  Keith Hynds	 keithh@willisinsurance.co.uk	

1975	 50 YEAR	 Neil Farmer	 farmer-william@sky.com	
		
1965	 60 YEAR	 Allan Sweeney	 allansween2009@googlemail.com

DINNER ORGANISERS

Dougy Madill	 douglasmadill@btinternet.com	 07894709112
		  215 Mealough Rd., Drumbo BT27 5LE         

John Glenn	 johnglenn85@gmail.com			   07841533039

FRIDAY 24TH OCTOBER 

R.B.A.I. COMMON HALL

BLACK TIE      7.00 FOR 7.30      £45

BOIA ANNUAL DINNER 2025

Payment can be made online via the BOIA website (boia.org.uk)
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General News & Information From Home and Abroad

Congratulations to Dr. Linley Hamilton 
(RBAI 1976-83) who received his MBE 
from Princess Anne during an investiture 
ceremony at Windsor Castle. 

The veteran trumpet player has been a 
staple of the music scene in Northern 
Ireland for decades while also forging a 
career as a lecturer at Ulster University 
and broadcaster at the BBC.

Linley was recognised for services to the 
music industry in Northern Ireland.

Instonians Canada Touring Party Reunion

Great to see members of the Instonians 1988 Western Canada touring party 
recently getting back together for a reunion at an AIL re-match lunch. Many 
memories and stories shared of a successful tour.

Huge congratulations to the Instonians Ladies Hockey 1st XI on a 
successful season. The squad were runners up in the Irish Challenge 
Cup Final and 3rd in Senior 1 League, having been in the promotion 
race right to the end.

Following gold-medal success at the 
2024 Paris Olympics, Jack McMillan (RBAI 
2011-2018) was part of the team which 
won gold at this year’s World Aquatics 
Championship. Jack was joined by 
teammates Duncan Scott, James Guy 
and Matthew Richards as they claimed 
first place in the men’s 4x200m freestyle 
relay in Singapore. The GB squad 
delivered a time of six minutes and 
59.84 seconds, coming in ahead of 
ahead of China, with Australia taking 
bronze. Congratulations Jack. 
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RBAI alumni recently gathered at 
the St. Stephen’s Club in Dublin. 
On all accounts, it was a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening and presented 
and opportunity for attendees to 
connect, share how their careers 
are progressing, whilst hearing of 
the many developments at school.

We could not have asked for 
better weather for the NI 
Exiles Golf Day at Surbiton on 
20th June. It was just under 
29 degrees when we teed 
off after lunch, and roughly 
about the same when we got 
in some four hours later. The 
breeze was very welcome and 
so was the Dulux Cup, for I 
believe, the fourth time in a 
row. But it was a very close 
call this year. Read on!

We were 21 golfers and for 
the first time in my memory, 
Collegians provided a team of four and their combined score of 121 was a good start for them. 
Norman Wilson, who plays at Surbiton, has vowed to find more Collegians for next year. In 
third place, with a score of 127, were our good friends from Coleraine. They had a team of 6, 
so their best 4 scored in the team process. To keep “other” Northern Ireland Exiles coming, 
we introduced a “Rest of NI” team, as they had four players. Their combined score of 135 and 
they too, have vowed to add to their team – made up of RSD, Bangor and BRA – for next year, 
if not have their own old boy team of 4.

Instonians won by 1 point with 136 points and duly retained the trophy for another year. This 
trophy is looking well used, after 40 years and I hope it gives us a few more. 

Winners on the day for Instonians were Graham Duncan with 37 points, who lifted the Teddy 
Browne Shield, second was Fergus Gallagher with 35 points, third was Josh Fenton with 
34 points and Nick Dempsey with 30 points made up the winning team. Thanks lads! Also 
representing the Old Boys were Chris Clarke, Wilson Carlisle and Crawford McKee.

Nearest the pin went to Keith Gamble of Coleraine and the longest drive to young Sam 
Osbourne from BRA. 

Finally, the Head Greenkeeper, who happened to be an old boy of Ballymena Academy, gave 
us a few words of wisdom after dinner. Andrew tells me that he plays golf, when he has time, 
will play next year, and will seek out other Ballymena and Exile players to join us.

All in all, a great day, considering 8 weeks beforehand we would have been 12 players! Next 
year has been booked for Friday 29th May (2026!), and I am hopeful of even more playing in 
this event and having more competing teams.

My contact details are still nancudmaharg@gmail.com

GRD

Congratulations to RBAI’s
Cian McClean (C), Dylan Gray, 
Reuban McIlrath, Elliott Magowan 
and Ollie Taylor who all recently 
represented Ulster Schools U18 
against Munster Schools at Virgin 
Media Park in Cork.

Over the course of the 2024/25 season, the 
Instonians Rugby Club raised a magnificent 
£3,400 for Assistance Dogs Northern Ireland. A 
very worthwhile campaign and well done to all 
involved. 

Exiles Golf Society
Dulux Cup, happily retained for yet another year!

Fergus Gallagher, Graham Duncan, Nick Dempsey and Josh Fenton
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Since the last report we held the Rugby Section AGM at which the following presentations 
were made:

	 Honours Cap (Club Captain)	 David Whitten	 	

		

Plaques  (Team Captain) 
	 2nd XV	 Stuart Cameron

	 3rd XV	 Conor Field

	 4th XV	 Richard Maguire

	 U18XV	 Daniel Magill

	 U16XV	 Allan Przybysz

	 U14XV	 Finn Coulter, Jacques Mikheal

	 Gary Rainey Rose Bowl	 Josh Eagleson (most improved player)

	 Tony Martin Trophy	 David Whitten (player who contributed most 
		  to 1st XV)

	 Des Bell Trophy	 James Clark (best young player)

	 Des O’Donnell Cup	 Charles Matthews (best youth player)

	 Player who contributed most to 2nd XV	 Ed Broom

	 Player who contributed most to 3rd XV	 Ruben Smith

	 Player who contributed most to 4th XV	 Ben Gray

	 Player who contributed most to U18 XV	 Daniel Magill

	 Player who contributed most to U16 XV	 Marcel Cebula

	 Player who contributed most to U14 XV	 Padraig Colaluca O’Connor

Rugby Report

Special Award
 As part of the IRFU 150 Years of Rugby 
Celebrations, 100 special recognition 
awards were made, 25 for each of the four 
provinces. These awards were to recognise 
and acknowledge those who have made a 
significant contribution to the development 
of the game in Ireland throughout the 
generations right up to the modern day.

 It is therefore great to report that Des 
O’Donnell was a posthumous recipient of 
one of the Services To Rugby Awards for 
his foresight and hard work in developing 
and establishing mini rugby in Ireland. A 
great honour for the O’Donnell family and 
our Club. Keith made the trip to Dublin and 
received the award on behalf of his Dad from 
the IRFU President.   

Presentations by the Club in recognition of player achievements

	 Ireland Club XV	 David Whitten

	 Ulster U19s	 James Clark, Charlie Gray, Zak Molyneaux

	 Irish U18s	 Adam Boyd, Charlie O’Connor

	 Ulster U18s	 Adam Boyd, Charlie O’Connor,

		  Zack Surphlis, Connor Patton, Jack Coulter

	 Ulster U17s	 Adam Millar, Reuben Edmondson

Keith O’Donnell received a special recognition 
award on behalf of his father, Des O’Donnell, from 

the IRFU President
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New Season
Last season was another great achievement for our senior squad with an emphatic league 
win and promotion to AIL Div 1B, just reward for the high standards the coaches and players 
set themselves. 

 We are pleased to report  Director of Rugby Clem Boyd has retained the same coaching 
panel which brought the Club through four consecutive league promotions with the 
addition of Michael Lowry who will assist with the backs.

The senior squad has been training hard since early July in preparation for the new season 
and it is great to see we have largely retained our existing panel of players. However, with 
us now up another league, the need for strength in depth across all positions is essential 
and therefore the coaches have been working very hard to make additions to the squad. 
Also, we will now be allocated Ulster contracted players as we are in Div 1B, so watch out for 
news of all the players joining the club in due course. 

The season gets underway with the Ulster Senior League on 30th August against Armagh 
and the AIL on 27th September against Naas at Shaw’s Bridge.

Matches for all our other teams kick off on 6th September and it is great to see the youth 
squads really develop with teams at U14, U16 & U18 being entered into the leagues. Also the 
women’s section is building momentum with TAG and youth squads now well established.

We would encourage everyone to call at Shaw’s Bridge to support all our teams and you can 
keep up to date with results, fixtures and events via all the usual social media channels.

MA

Instonians Golf Society 

The 2025 season teed off at Shandon Park GC on Thursday 12th June, playing for The 
President’s Cup

The weather was disappointing and all competitors endured constant rain for the majority 
of their rounds.

However, the scoring was surprisingly good and local lad, Colin Campbell (RBAI 1981-86) 
captured the trophy with a fine 41pts. 

Nigel Sloan came in 2nd place with 39pts and the ever consistent Ken Keane finished 3rd 
with 38pts. Ken Bamford, Captain’s Day winner in 2024 , again showed his class, winning 
nearest the pin at the 13th.

The traditional match versus the school was thankfully resurrected by Messrs Johnson and 
Carroll of the golf society.

Colin Campbell receiving the President’s Cup 
from Captain Peter Law
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The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund welcomes new and additional funding. Please 
use this simple form to make donations. Taxpayers who tick the Gift Aid declaration 
effectively increase their donations by 25% at no extra cost to themselves. The fund is 
now a registered Charity with the NI Charity Commission (NIC100649)

Title:................ Forename:........................................................................................................

Surname:..................................................................................................................................

Address:....................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................Postcode:.......................................

Telephone No:..........................................................................................................................

Please accept my gift of £.................................... to the fund noted above.

Cheques should be crossed and made payable to:
The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund

Signature:............................................................................ Date:......................................

THE OLD INSTONIANS BENEVOLENT FUND
Philip Seay, 

24 Circular Road,
Belfast BT4 2GA

Y E S  I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  M A K E  A  D O N A T I O N

GIFT AID DECLARATION: I am a UK tax payer and I want all donations I have made 
to the above fund since 06/04/2000 and all donations I have made from the date 
of this declaration, until I notify you otherwise to be treated as Gift Aid donations. 
I understand that I must have paid income tax or capital gains tax equal to the tax 
reclaimed by the charity on my donations, in the same year as the gift was made.

I am not a UK tax payer

A D D  2 5 %  T O  Y O U R  D O N A T I O N

Please tick one box only

Ten representatives from each side played in a four ball better ball match play game.

The old boys of David Craigan (RBAI 1978-92) and Graeme McCausland (RBAI 1976-81) 
decided to take on their respective sons of George and Ben in the first match out. 
There is a saying in golf that “4 up with 7 to play never wins”, and apparently that still 
holds true. 

 So with 7 holes to go the young lads were 4 down in the match. They then reeled off 4 
birdies and an eagle to secure a one up victory over their dads.

George Craigan playing off a handicap of +2 eagled the par 5 17th with a monster drive 
and a 50 degree wedge to the green and holed the putt. Now that’s golf in a very 
different and class format!

This dramatic win must have been an inspiration to the rest of the school team who 
then secured a 3 to 2 win over the old boys.

Peter Law’s Captain’s Day at Malone GC is scheduled for Thursday 28th August.

Anyone interested in playing or wishing to join the society please contact John Bodel 
(johnbodel61@gmail.com)
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BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application Form

Surname:......................................................

Address:........................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

Postcode:......................................................

First Name(s):...............................................

Date of Birth:................................................

Tel No:...........................................................

Email:............................................................

Degrees/Diplomas (if any):.....................................................................................................

Attended Inchmarlo/RBAI from:................................(year) to:................................... (year)

DECLARATION
I wish to become a Member of the Association and undertake to abide by the present or future 
Rules and Regulations of the Association, if I am elected.

DATA PRIVACY
Any personal information given to us will be processed in accordance with data protection 
legislation. The Association collects, stores and processes personal data for the purpose of 
maintaining your connection to RBAI. Your data will not be passed to third parties, other than 
approved representatives of the Association, or where there is legal requirement.

The annual subscription of £20 FOR ALL AGE GROUPS must be sent with application.
Please return the completed form and subscription (cheques payable to B.O.I.A.) to:
	 Trevor Walker
	 Hon. Membership Secretary
	 9 Pinehill Road
	 Bangor	 Telephone: (028) 9146 7946
	 BT19 6SA	 Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

Signature:........................................................................... Date:.............................................

INSTONIANS CLUB, SHAW’S BRIDGE

If you wish to become a member of the Instonians Club at Shaw’s Bridge in any of the catagories below, 
please indicate by ticking the appropriate box(es). A Club Application form will be sent to you.

For Further information contact:

Mrs Sharon Crossan
7 Rosevale, Avenue
Drumbeg
Belfast BT17 9LG

sharoncrossan@sky.com

(BLOCK CAPS)

(BLOCK CAPS)

Rugby
Cricket
Hockey

Ordinary
Over 65
Country
Associate

Playing Membership

Non-Playing Membership

Email/Text q     Post q     Phone q

DEATHS

Full Name of deceased:...........................................................................................................

Dates at R.B.A.I.:..........................................................................  Age:....................................

Date and place of death.........................................................................................................

Name and address of sender.................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
The Recorder would welcome news of Old Boys for inclusion in Sea-Horse.

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Register of Members

Amendments/change of address
Please return the change of address form to:
	 JT Walker
	 Hon. Membership Secretary
	 9 Pinehill Road	 Telephone: (028) 9146 7946
	 Bangor BT19 6SA	 Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

Member’s Name:......................................................................................................................

New or amended address:......................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................   Postcode:........................................

Year at school:............................................   to:......................................................................

Life or Annual:..........................................................................................................................

Full Name:................................................................................................................................

Dates at R.B.A.I.:......................................................................................................................

Your information:....................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................
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Hockey Report

Whilst we are on a summer break from 
Club hockey, there is still plenty going on 
and it is hard to believe that pre-season 
training is only a few weeks away!

I will begin with a quick resume of how 
the 2024/25 season finished. After some 
mixed results the 1st XI, who suffered 
badly from poor match scheduling by 
Ulster Hockey, a number of injuries to 
important players and quite a bit of 
unavailability, still managed to secure 
second place in the Ulster Premier 
League and thereby importantly ensured 
IHL2 qualification for next season. 

 In the IHL2 competition the team 
qualified from its group for the knock 
out phase but then suffered a heavy 

defeat at the quarter final away to a strong Cork Church of Ireland side, who subsequently 
went on to win the play-offs. 

The 2nd XI, who at one point had been in a perilous position in Junior League 1, finished their 
campaign strongly to secure a respectable position in the league. Again this was important 
as we seek to make the 2nd XI set up 
more professional and grow the links 
between the Club’s top two teams. We 
want to ensure that playing for the 2nd 
XI, especially for our younger players, 
is seen as a stepping stone to the 1st 
XI. At this point I would like to thank 
Stuart McWilliams for his efforts in 
captaining this side for the last few 
seasons, he has done a fantastic job. 

 The 3rd XI once again secured safety in 
a very competitive Junior League 2, and 
as mentioned in my last report, had a 
fantastic run to reach the McClements 
Cup final. In the final they came up 
against a very experienced Lisnagarvey 
4th XI and despite a very valiant 
display, they came out second best on 
the day narrowly losing a very exciting 

game, which really could have gone either way. They were leading 1-0 until the bitter end 
when Garvey were awarded a contentious penalty-corner which they converted. As such the 
game went to run-ins which we finished on the wrong side of 3-2.  Despite not managing to 
lift the trophy, I would like to congratulate Caelan Tyler and his team on their efforts in that 
competition which included impressive victories against teams who play in higher leagues. 

John Gilmore’s 4th XI also had a good finish mid table in Junior League 4 which will mean 
that those schoolboys coming through onto this team, which I regularly say is the most 
important one in the Club, will be playing a reasonable standard of senior hockey from the 
off.

At our AGM in May most posts were filled by the incumbents, but since then we have 
managed to appoint a new Match Secretary in Chris Parks. This is a vital role in keeping 
the Club functioning and we thank Chris for agreeing to take on this position. Chris will be 
assisted by Tim Hogg and Andrew Dumican as he learns the ropes and we owe an enormous 
debt of gratitude to Tim as he retires as Match Secretary after too long doing that job to 
mention!

 Shortly after our AGM, we ran an end of season BBQ at Shaw’s Bridge. All attending seemed 
to have a most enjoyable evening. On the night we presented our Annual Awards which 
included a very popular Club Person of the Year award to Clarke Kennedy.



frankly we have struggled with in recent seasons where we have relied so heavily on young 
players in our match-day squads. In addition to Bart, Ricky Lee, Mark Irwin, Paul Hollway 
and Michael Watt have agreed to offer their services. Finally, Adam Stewart is going to assist 
the squad with strength and conditioning while Patrick Palmer will continue as Manager. We 
are genuinely excited about the new coaching and management team. 

With the summer upon us, it is representative hockey time again and as has become the 
norm we have lots of Instonian players representing Ireland in various places around 
Europe. Robbie McAreavey and Riley Marney are with the Irish U16’s in the Netherlands 
and Michael Hollway and Matthew McAreavey have travelled to Turkey with Ireland U18’s. 
As I write this piece, I can report that the U18’s won their competition but also that, 
unfortunately, Matthew has broken his wrist during one of the group matches. We wish him 
a speedy recovery. 

 At Irish Masters level the effervescent Tim Hogg and Henry Brown continue to travel far 
and wide representing their age groups, but a special mention should go to Steven Kelso, 
who continues to be a valuable member of the Senior squad, and Stuart McWilliams who 
were both involved with the Over 35’s and the Over 40’s respectively at the European 
Championships in a baking hot Valencia with “the fox in the box” Stuart returning with a 
silver medal, having scored an important goal in the semi-final.

Congratulations are also due to longstanding Club Member Kenny Lee who received the 
Carson Clarke award at the Ulster Hockey AGM for lifetime services to hockey in Ulster. A 
very well deserved accolade. 

Having been involved in securing 
a runners-up spot at the annual 
Antrim 6’s, Gavin Lecky and others 
are working hard on maintaining the 
new pitch and its surroundings. In 
addition, we have a new sponsor in 
Templeton Robinson who are going 
to bring some much needed colour 
to the home and away dug-outs and 
stand. In the meantime, I hope you 
enjoy what is left of the summer and 
we look forward to seeing as many 
of you as possible on the terraces at 
Shaw’s Bridge come the start of the 
new season in September.

RP
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I have already mentioned trying to improve the overall 2nd XI set up and in that regard I 
am delighted to be able to report that one of the stalwarts of that team over the last few 
seasons, Ben Young, has agreed to captain the side. In addition, Ben’s Father John is going 
to manage the team. In addition we are hoping to appoint a dedicated 2nd XI coach who will 
work with the rest of the senior coaching and management team so as to integrate the 1st 
and 2nd XI’s. I am also pleased to report that it is normal service resumed insofar as the 3rd 
and 4th XI’s are concerned, with Caelan and John respectively taking on the captaincies for 
another season.

At 1st XI it is all change, with last 
year’s Head Coach, Adam Louden, 
having left to assume that role with 
Queen’s Ladies 1st XI in IHL1. We wish 
Adam well at Queen’s and whilst 
initially this was disappointing, the 
Committee quickly saw this as an 
opportunity. The Sub-Committee 
appointed to secure a new Coach 
and thought hard about who we 
should approach to take on this 
vital role. We are very enthusiastic 
about Adam’s replacement, who 
I think it is fair to say jumped at 
the opportunity, Mark Evans. Mark, 

who has recently been President of Banbridge HC and is the current Ulster U18 Coach, 
worked with us previously as an Assistant 
to Stephen Watt and was very popular with 
the players and everyone else at Shaw’s 
Bridge. We wish him all the very best in 
this new role and, with a very young side 
at present, are confident (where other 
Clubs seem to be struggling somewhat with 
succession) that this will herald a new dawn 
for Instonians. One request, please don’t 
expect miracles from the outset! There will 
be humps and bumps along the way and 
this is a project with an end goal of making 
us a competitive IHL1 team in a few seasons 
time. Insofar as Mark’s support team is 
concerned, following the lead of other 
successful Clubs, we have looked at our own 
wonderful internal resources. As such Bart 
Shannon, the current Ireland U18 Manager, 
is going to be Assistant Coach with a focus 
on Schoolboy/Youth liaison something quite 
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 The entire Instonian community was deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Sir Kenneth 
Bloomfield (RBAI 1943-49), President of the Belfast Old Instonians Association 1999-2000.

A pupil at RBAI between 1943-49, Sir Kenneth excelled in English and History, gaining a place 
at St. Peter’s Hall, Oxford, to read Modern History. During his time at RBAI, he was a keen 
member of the Debating Society, Scout Troop and Honorary Secretary of the Literary Society.  

Sir Kenneth joined the RBAI Board of Governors in 1984, becoming Convenor of the School 
Committee in 1997 and Chairman of the Board of Governors between 2004-11.

Principal Janet Williamson MA OXON; NPQH;C.F commented:

“Sir Kenneth Bloomfield was a bold and innovative Chair of the Board of Governors who 
cared deeply about the boys and staff of RBAI. 

A leader with integrity, dignity and moral purpose. One always knew where they stood with 
Sir Kenneth; he guided and mentored in a kind and firm manner, I was fortunate to have 
worked alongside him, gaining from his wisdom and knowledge. The school community is 
better for having known him.”

Included below is an excerpt of the obituary published in The Times, detailing Sir Kenneth’s 
storied life and career. 

Kenneth Percy Bloomfield was born in Belfast in 1931, the only child of English parents. His 
father, Harry, had been an early member of the Royal Flying Corps, precursor of the Royal Air 
Force, during the First World War and subsequently sold weighing scales. The young Kenneth 
was raised off the Newtownards Road in east Belfast, where he had an early introduction 
to being bombed: on his tenth birthday, he and his mother, Doris, huddled under the stairs 
of their home as the Luftwaffe attacked the nearby Harland & Wolff shipyard and Shorts 
aircraft factory in a raid that killed nearly 900 people.

Obituaries

Sir Kenneth Bloomfield (RBAI 1943-49)

He was educated at the prestigious Royal Belfast Academical Institution — commonly known 
as “Inst” — in central Belfast, then won a place to read modern history at St Peter’s College, 
Oxford. He joined the Northern Ireland finance ministry soon after graduating in 1952, and 
within four years was serving as private secretary to the minister, Terence O’Neill.

After visiting Washington DC with O’Neill in 1959, Bloomfield was seconded to New York for 
three years to lobby for US investment in Northern Ireland. During that time he married 
Elizabeth Ramsey, a fellow civil servant who also came from Northern Ireland. They later had 
two children, Caroline and Tanya. 

In 1963 O’Neill succeeded Lord Brookeborough as Northern Ireland’s prime minister, and 
appointed Bloomfield as his deputy cabinet secretary or, more colloquially, his “word-
spinner and ideas man”.

O’Neill was a moderate and reformer. Bloomfield wrote the speeches in which he spoke 
of the need to build bridges between the unionist and nationalist communities. More 
dramatically, he was one of just three civil servants who secretly organised O’Neill’s 
controversial meeting with Seán Lemass, the Taoiseach, at Stormont in 1965. That 
meeting was the first between the leaders of north and south in 40 years, and breached a 
longstanding unionist convention that barred any contact between the Dublin and Belfast 
governments until the former recognised Northern Ireland’s constitutional position as part 
of the United Kingdom.

As sectarian tensions rose in the late 1960s, O’Neill lost the support of hardline unionists, 
failed to win a convincing mandate in Northern Ireland’s general election of 1969, and was 
replaced by James Chichester-Clark. Bloomfield stayed on as deputy cabinet secretary. That 
summer the full fury of the Troubles erupted, and Bloomfield attended the Downing Street 
meeting at which Harold Wilson decided to deploy British troops to keep order. James 
Callaghan, the home secretary, later described Bloomfield as “the brains of the outfit”.

After Chichester-Clark resigned in 1971, he was succeeded by Brian Faulkner who regarded 
Bloomfield as “a thinker of the highest order” and likewise kept him on. Following ‘Bloody 
Sunday’ in January 1972 and the subsequent introduction of direct rule from Westminter, 
Bloomfield drafted the Faulkner cabinet’s resignation statement.

Bloomfield worked closely with William Whitelaw, Heath’s home secretary, to devise the 
new arrangements for administering Northern Ireland, and was appointed permanent 
secretary of a new power-sharing executive in 1974. It lasted barely five months before it was 
brought down by the Ulster Workers’ Council Strike, a general strike against the Sunningdale 
agreement and its proposed role for Dublin in Northern Ireland’s affairs. By his own 
admission, Bloomfield “wept for the triumph of narrow-mindedness and deeply entrenched 
prejudice”.

Thereafter he spent 13 years as permanent secretary of, successively, the Departments of 
Housing, Environment, Commerce and Economic Development. 

In 1984 he became head of Northern Ireland’s civil service, overseeing 28,000 employees, 
and second permanent secretary at the Northern Ireland Office under Tom King and Peter 
Brooke. He served 15 years in that post, though he considered resigning over the 1985 
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Anglo-Irish agreement which gave Dublin an advisory role in the province’s government. He 
thought that was “a bridge too far” for unionists and likely to make matters even worse. In 
some ways, it did.

After retiring in 1991 Bloomfield became a governor of BBC Northern Ireland, chaired the 
province’s Higher Education Council and Legal Services Commission, and fought to retain 
Northern Ireland’s grammar schools.

As the peace process gained momentum in late 1997, Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland 
secretary, asked Bloomfield to become Northern Ireland’s victims’ commissioner, and to 
explore ways to recognise the pain and suffering of the victims of the Troubles. He spent 
six months talking to many hundreds of people who had been bereaved or injured over the 
previous 30 years. He found they had been forgotten and neglected, and concluded that the 
state had failed them. His report, We Will Remember Them, was published a week after the 
Good Friday agreement of April 1998. “In more than 45 years of public service, I have never 
been asked to undertake a task of such human sensitivity,” he wrote in a foreword addressed 
to Mowlam.

“The letters I have read and the stories I have heard in carrying out the work of the 
commission will be burnt into my memory forever. I could only describe the task you gave 
me as a painful privilege: painful because I have encountered grief and human suffering 
on an enormous scale; a privilege because I have encountered also such courage, such 
endurance and — often from those most gravely affected — such generosity of spirit.”

Bloomfield made numerous recommendations, and floated the idea of a South African-style 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, but 27 years on few have been implemented. However 
he did become the UK’s commissioner for the Independent Commission for the Location of 
Victims’ Remains, which was established in 1999 to find the remains of those abducted and 
killed by Republican paramilitaries during the Troubles.

A man of great empathy, he grew close to the bereaved families who had suffered 
for decades without knowing the fate of their loved ones, and during his 20 years 
as commissioner had the satisfaction of seeing the remains of 13 of the 17 so-called 
“Disappeared” being disinterred from bogs and beaches.

Sir Kenneth Bloomfield, head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service, was born on April 15, 1931. 
He died on May 30, 2025, aged 94

Ian Corry (RBAI 1970-77)

 The Instonian community has lost a remarkable individual, with the passing of Ian Corry 
(RBAI 1970-77), who served as a valuable member of the Board of Governors for over 20 
years from 2004 to 2025.

Born in North Belfast and initially educated at Cliftonville Primary School, Ian was the third 
member of his family to study at RBAI, following his father Gerald (RBAI 1938-42) and his 
uncle Stanley (RBAI 1933-40).

Alongside outstanding academic ability, achieving top grades across the board at A-Level, 
he pursued his passion for swimming at the highest level and was appointed Vice-Head of 
School in his final year.

An exceptionally gifted swimmer, Ian became Irish and British Age Group breaststroke 
champion in 1972 and was Irish 200 metre breaststroke champion for seven consecutive 
years during the 1970’s.

An indication of his talent was that he represented Northern Ireland at the 1974 
Commonwealth Games in New Zealand, when he was only 14 years old. Four years later 
he reached the 200 metre medley final at the 1978 Commonwealth Games in Edmonton, 
Canada, where his team-mates included RBAI swimmers Robert Howard (Inchmarlo & RBAI 
1960-74) and Michael Meharg (Inchmarlo & RBAI 1968-78).

After leaving RBAI, Ian studied Medicine at The University of Edinburgh, followed by 
overseas fellowships in Auckland, New Zealand, and Sydney, Australia, en route to 
becoming one of Ireland’s most respected orthopaedic surgeons, specialising in sports 
medicine and knee surgery. He became a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh (FRCS Edin) and a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (FRCSI).
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Reflecting his long standing and very passionate commitment to the school, Ian joined the 
RBAI Board of Governors in March 2004. A few years later he took on the daunting challenge 
of chairing the Bicentenary Committee, which was responsible for organising a series of 
memorable events celebrating the 200th anniversary of RBAI in 2010.

Paying tribute, Principal Janet Williamson commented:

“Ian, as a colleague and friend, embodied the values of RBAI and was an excellent role 
model. His integrity, commitment and leadership were to his credit and to the benefit of the 
school.

To have competed in the Commonwealth Games at such a young age is an inspiration for 
current and future pupils. He leaves a tremendous legacy and will be sorely missed.”

Speaking on behalf of the Board of Governors, Chairman Michael Howard reflected:

“Ian was an outstanding Instonian. He was deeply committed to ensure that RBAI remains at 
the forefront of education in Northern Ireland.

Ian was involved in the establishment of the RBAI Foundation in 2013 and chaired the 
Foundation Committee for the past ten years. Under his leadership, more than £4.5million 
was raised for pupil bursaries and the development of the School estate.

Our thoughts are with his wife Janet, children Shona, Malcolm and Eve, and wider family at 
this time.”

Ian Corry, 28 February 1959 – 29 April 2025.

Geoff Hayhurst (RBAI 1970-77) 

 We are tremendously saddened to hear of the passing of Geoff Hayhurst (RBAI 
1970-77).  

Geoff was Head of Dill House and a member of the 1st XV before matriculating 
to Manchester University to study Dentistry. He went on to become a renowned 
osteopath and co-founder of Paradox Omega Oils

An active RBAI Parent Governor between 2005–13, many will remember Geoff 
for promoting rowing, including establishing the annual race with MCB for the 
Innicarra Wood.

Our thoughts are with Michelle, children James (RBAI 1999-06), Victoria, Harriet, 
William (RBAI 2003-10) and the wider family.
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Frederic Morrison (Inchmarlo 1965-68 & RBAI 1968-75) 

 We are very sorry to hear the passing of Frederic Morrison (Inchmarlo 1965-68 & RBAI 
1968-75) in May 2025.   

Fred was a member of the Debating Team & Current Affairs Societies at RBAI, whilst also 
enjoying rugby and House basketball. 

Fred earned a PhD in Psychology & Communication before enjoying a 35 year career with 
Ulster University, as a Course Director and Lecturer in Communication, 1999-23.
Our thoughts are with his partner Karyn and wider family.

Andreasen C	 (2011-16)
Betts M	 (2015-17)
Betts T	 (2010-17)
Beattie CS	 (2009-16)

C Brolly	 (2011-18)
Cherry P	 (2009-14)
McAlister R	 (2009-16)
Milligan AD	 (2011-16)

Murphy RMT	 (2009-16)
Nagar Dr D	 (2012-19)
Tumelty CD	 (2004-11)	
	

Byers JWA		  (2008-14)
Ingham RP		  (2009-15)

Mulligan MI		  (2008-15)
Myles AD MA(Hons)		  (1985-92)

 85  x June 2025 leavers	

Gordon N	 (1988-95)
Maguiness SD	 (1968-75)
McKelvey C	 (1991-96)

McWhinney JG	 (1987-94)
Snodden P BA(Hons)	 (1991-98)

Membership
New Members

Resignations

School-leavers :-

Bloomfield Sir K	 (1943-49)	 died 31 May 2025.
Corry IS	 (1970-77)	 died peacefully at home 29 April 2025.
Courtney Prof E	 (1943-50)	 USA, died in 2019.
Doherty JJ	 (1950-56)	 USA, died November 2020.
Drain B	 (1943-51)	 died 6 June 2025 aged 90.
Hayhurst GA	 (1970-77)	 died suddenly at home 22 May 2025.
Irvine R	 (1949-55)	 died peacefully at hospital 6 April 2025.
Ledlie JF	 (1951-58)	 USA, died November 2023.
Markey M	 (1951-57)	 died 31 January 2025 aged 85 after a short illness.
Mayne EW	 (1947-52)	 died3 February 2025 at home.
Nicol AD	 (1940-43)	 died 10 June 2025 peacefully at care home.
Ramsey SL	 (1949-55)	 died 15 November 2024.
Rodgers Dr C	 (1971-76)	 died 15 March 2025 peacefully at home aged 64.
Russell WJ	 (1939-44)	 St Alban’s, died 13 September 2024 aged 98.
Shane FJ	 (1948-60)	 died peacefully at home 7 February 2025.
Smyth DLW BA	 (1949-54)	 Bottisham, Cambridge, died June 2025.
Spear RHJ	 (1947-51)	 died August 2023.
Wilson PCB	 (1948-54)	 died peacefully at hospital 22 February 2025.

Deaths
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