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Once again we have seen a number of successes across the Instonian 
community. From sporting accomplishments within our clubs to professional 
successes from past pupils, it is always fascinating to see the continued 
achievements across the breadth of the Instonian community. 
As ever, I encourage all readers to submit articles or notifications of interest for 
inclusion in Seahorse, they should be sent to matthewcolinyoung@gmail.com. 

Thanks, MCY

Articles for the next edition should be submitted by Friday 20th June 2025

Apart from members who pay by direct debit, and those Life members who 
are receiving digital copies of Seahorse and School News, all other members 
of the Association will receive a Subscription Notice (invoice) reflecting their 
category of membership. This will be sent out during April 2025.

It would be appreciated if, on receipt of the Notice, members could pay 
their subscription as quickly as possible by going to our website: 
www.boia.org.uk and selecting the appropriate Membership Category – 
Annual or Life - and follow the instructions on your Subscription Notice.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU INPUT THE AMOUNT QUOTED ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION NOTICE.

If you wish to donate to our Benevolent Fund, or Centenary Fund, select 
“Membership” and scroll down to those sections, input your donation, and 
then click “Add to Basket”.

Once completed, go to “Check Out” and follow the links for payment.

Thank you

Philip Seay
President
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General News & Information From Home and Abroad

YEAR CONVENORS

2015	 10 YEAR	 Patrick Dolaghan	 pdolaghan@hotmail.com	
		
2005	 20 YEAR	 Connor Irwin	 connor.irwin@hotmail.co.uk	
		  Stephen McMullan	 smcmullan129@c2ken.net	
		  Mikie Watt	 mikiewatt@hotmail.com	 	
	
1995	 30 YEAR	 Paul Arnold	 arnoldpaul@btinternet.com	
		  John Minnis	 jminnis@johnminnis.co.uk
		  Ashley Stewart	 jonathan_cowan@hotmail.com	

1985	 40 YEAR	 Alastair McCrossan	 amccrossan@jwmcminch.co.uk		
		  Keith Hynds	 keithh@willisinsurance.co.uk	

1975	 50 YEAR	 Neil Farmer	 farmer-william@sky.com	
		
1965	 60 YEAR	 Allan Sweeney	 allansween2009@googlemail.com

DINNER ORGANISERS

Dougy Madill	 douglasmadill@btinternet.com	 07894709112
		  215 Mealough Rd., Drumbo BT27 5LE         

John Glenn	 johnglenn85@gmail.com			   07841533039

FRIDAY 24TH OCTOBER 

R.B.A.I. COMMON HALL

BLACK TIE      7.00 FOR 7.30      £45

BOIA ANNUAL DINNER 2025

Payment can be made online via the BOIA website (boia.org.uk)

The Belfast Old Instonians’ 
Association – London Dinner 
2025
The Association’s annual London 
branch dinner was, once again, held 
in The House of Lords on Friday 7 
March 2025.  The Association is much 
indebted to Lord Robin Eames OM, 
for hosting our event.

It was an excellent 
evening, and the guests 
were given an update 
on school events and 
successes from The 
Principal, followed by 
amusing speeches from 
The President, Philip Seay, 
and Fergus Gallagher 
(Head of School 1999).

Michael Howard, Chair Board of Governors, Janet Williamson, 
The Principal, Philip Seay, The President, Fergus Gallagher, 

Brian Gallagher Vice President and Lord Eames OM

Congratulations to Adam Wylie 
(Inchmarlo & RBAI 2007-21) and 
Callum Soper (RBAI 2017-24) who 
recently represented Cambridge 
in the 2nd XV Varsity Match vs 
Oxford. We will, no doubt, look 
out for their full blue in the 
coming seasons.+
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Congratulations are due to a number of RBAI’s rugby teams this season. Firstly, the 
Medallion A team who won the 2025 Medallion Shield, defeating Friends School 38:7. 

We are pleased to announce that 
Neil Crockett (RBAI 1969–74) 
has been appointed as the new 
Chairman of Catalyst, a leading 
technology hub dedicated to 
promoting innovation and 
nurturing entrepreneurs 
throughout Northern Ireland.

Neil brings extensive experience 
to the role, having held a range 
of senior positions both in the 

UK and internationally at Cisco, and 
most recently serving as Chief Digital Officer at Rolls-Royce PLC.

He will be well known to many through his previous service on the board of Matrix, 
the Northern Ireland Science Industry Panel. He also currently serves on the Queen’s 
Awards for Industry Innovation Panel and is a Trustee of Barnardo’s.

Catalyst’s ambition is to see Northern Ireland ranked among the UK’s top 
three regions for innovation-driven enterprises by 2035, while ensuring that 
entrepreneurship is accessible to everyone, across all communities. It is always 
interesting and encouraging to see Instonian’s excel in a variety of fields and we wish 
Neil every success in his next endeavour.

RBAI 2025 Danske Bank 2nd XV Cup winning team 

Secondly, to the RBAI 2nd XV, who won the Danske Bank 2nd XV Cup, defeating 
Campbell College 15:5. Well done to both!

RBAI 2025 Danske Bank 2nd XV Cup winning team 

Congratulations to Adam Boyd and 
Charlie O’Connor on their selection for 
the Irish U18s Extended Schools Squad. 
Coached by fellow Instonian Jamie Kirk, 
the team defeated England 24-17 in 
Cork. 

Over St Patrick’s weekend, the 2015 
Schools’ Cup winning 1st XV held a 10-
year reunion at Shaw’s Bridge. A very 
enjoyable evening was had by all who 
attended, which marks the first in a 
series of 10-year Schools’ Cup winning 
reunions over the next few years. 
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As recorded in the last report, the 1st XV had started its All Ireland League campaign in a 
positive fashion with five wins from six games and we all had strong hopes that this trend 
would continue, which  it has.

The team played three further league games before the Christmas break, against Barnhall 
Cashel and Banbridge, winning all three, with bonus points, therefore maintaining their 
position at the top of the league. 

 As holders of the Ulster Senior Cup we were 
entered into the Bateman Cup (a competition 
for all the provincial cup winners). In the 
semifinal, we were drawn away to Garryowen, 
a Div 1A side and in a tough, hard fought game 
in which we suffered three second half yellow 
cards, our team came out on top 24-19 with a 
converted try in the dying minutes. The final 
would be against Lansdowne in Dublin.

Everything was looking positive and the squad 
was relatively injury free going into the New 
Year. However, whilst other teams were getting 
a few weeks rest, we had an Ulster Senior Cup 
quarter final to play against Armagh along with 
the Bateman Cup final.

In the first match, Armagh proved just too strong on the day and they progressed to the 
next round of the Cup, winning 20-10. In the Bateman Cup our squad travelled to Dublin to 
face Lansdowne with a large travelling support in tow. The game was played on an artificial 

Rugby Report pitch with very limited spectator areas, which was not ideal. However, whilst Lansdowne 
lifted the Cup, winning 38-26, our team put in a fantastic performance against much stronger 
opposition. Unfortunately, with these three physical cup matches all being against Div. 1A 
sides injuries were starting to affect our squad and with the AIL due to recommence, this 
was a concern. 

 Thankfully, the Banbridge game was 
postponed, due to a frozen pitch, which 
gave some respite to our squad. Then Cashel 
travelled to Shaw’s Bridge and we managed to 
hold on to win 36-34. Next was Barnhall, away, 
who deservedly took the point 35-31, only our 
second league defeat of the season.

Good results were then recorded against Old 
Crescent and Galway Corinthians, 40-29 and 31-
12. It was great to get the result against Galway, 
who had defeated us earlier in the season. 
The rearranged game against Banbridge was 
next and we recorded another win at 22-6. A 
close game against Navan was won 19-12. The 
squad remained top of the league and if a win 
could be secured in the next match against 
Greystones then the league title would again be won.

 After 25 minutes, it did not look like 
it was going to be our day as we were 
trailing 22-0 and by half time it was 22-7 
to the visitors. We don’t know what 
was said at half time, but our team 
certainly responded and scored 31 
unanswered points to win the match 
38-22 and promotion secured, with two 
games remaining, for the fourth season 
in succession. A fantastic achievement 
for captain, David Whitten, the whole 
squad, along with the coaches and team 
management. So it will be AIL Division 
1B next season and to think just four 
seasons ago we were a junior club!

Instonians 1st XV
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It was also great to see that David was selected for the Ireland Club XV which travelled and 
defeated Portugal A 50-0.  

  The 2nd XV has had a mixed season, however compared to previous year’s, team selection 
has been fairly consistent therefore creating genuine competition for places on the 1st XV. 
Whilst the league campaign had initially got off to a shaky start, with only two wins from 
six games, this improved post-Christmas with the team currently sitting in fourth place 
with nine wins and a draw from seventeen matches. In the Junior Cup the team progressed 
through to the knock out stages where they defeated Grosvenor. This then qualified them for 
the Towns Cup, but a narrow defeat to Portadown ended any potential cup run. 

Further down the club I am glad to say there is also positive news to report. The 3rd XV 
continued to perform very well. They recorded seven wins from seven starts in the first 
half of the season and as is now the case, the leagues are reorganised post-Christmas to 
encourage more even competition. In the revised league our team is currently mid table with 
three wins from five matches.

In the Foster Cup, the 3rd XV progressed through to the quarter final stage with wins over 
Larne and Grosvenor, however CIYMS 2nd XV went through to the semifinal winning 17-7.  

The 4th XV somewhat mirrored the 3rd XV in the first half of the season with four wins and a 
draw from seven starts. However, having struggled a bit post the league reorganisation they 
are sitting sixth in the league with two wins from six games. There was to be no run in the 
McCambley Cup for the 4th XV with Cooke 3rd XV putting us out 20-12. 

Overall, with us fielding four senior teams the Club is in a good place, especially with other 
Clubs having to drop teams or being unable to fulfil fixtures.

As for our youth section it continues to go from strength to strength under convenor Michael 
Fairbanks. We now have solid squads at U14, U16 and U18 levels, with the U14s being the 
largest group with over 60 players registered. Overall, there are around 130 players at youth 
level which is testament to the all hard work put in over recent years to bring rugby to many 

of the traditionally non-rugby playing schools in the greater Belfast area along with the 
usual influx of Inst boys. This programme has now established a robust pathway for players 
to progress through the club.

Due to the large numbers at Under 14 level, we are able to field two sides which is great but 
can cause issues with arranging fixtures. The squad made it through to the semifinal of the 
U14 Bowl, however lost out to a strong Ballymena team.

Under 16s finished 
3rd in their league 
which is a great 
testament to 
the players and 
coaches. Then in 
the U16 plate they 
defeated Clogher 
Valley to make it 
to the semifinals 
which they duly 
won, against 
Letterkenny, and 
are now to face 
Carrick in the final 
in what will be a 
great end to the 
season.

The Under 18 
squad had a good 
season overall 
though did lose a 
few players across 
the season to injury and also weekend work commitments which can happen at this level. 
They played a combined BHSFP/Ophir/Larne in the bowl competition and although they 
lost the game, an appeal was lodged as the opposition had fielded ineligible players. Turns 
out they had all 20 out of 20 ineligible so we went through and played Carrick in the next 
round, but unfortunately lost narrowly in a tight game.

We continue to build the girls section at youth level and whilst our squad numbers remain 
small, games are being played with clubs joining squads together to enable matches to be 
played. Our thanks to goes Colin Wilde for continuing to organise this section for the club.  

Club captain David Whitten supporting the U16s in their
Plate Victory over Clogher Valley

Instonians 3rd XV
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At mini level, the ever growing number of players who turnout every Saturday morning are 
well organised, as always, by Ciara Maitland and her large band of coaches. Our thanks goes 
to them all for the time and effort they put in to running this important section of the Club. 
Also thanks to Zoe McMaster for being our Child Welfare Officer and for monitoring all the 
compliance and regulation that has to be completed for our youth and mini coaches which is 
both very important and essential.   

Behind the scenes the Rugby Committee has been busy under the Chairmanship of 
Alan Stewart. A  great deal of time and effort has to go into organising fund raising and 
obtaining sponsorship. Year after year it is largely the same personnel who bear the burden 
of administration and our thanks go to them all,  however there can never be enough 
volunteers so if anyone wishes to get involved and assist in any capacity they will be made 
very welcome.

Thanks to each and every one of our sponsors, we are indebted to everyone who assists with 
the running of the section.

Finally, the IRFU are currently undertaking a review of the All Ireland League, so if you wish 
to make your views known there is a survey that anyone can complete. What the proposed 
changes are to be, if any, and what impact they will have upon club rugby only time will tell, 
our view remains that we will endeavour to perform, enjoy and play at the highest level we 
can achieve. Next season that will be Division 1B, another tough challenge for our squad. It 
has been a long time since we as a club were at the top levels of the AIL. A testament to all 
the hard work and commitment that has been put in over a number of years by the players, 
coaches and management.

MA  

Instonians mini rugby section at a rugby blitz with Academy and Carrick

The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund welcomes new and additional funding. Please 
use this simple form to make donations. Taxpayers who tick the Gift Aid declaration 
effectively increase their donations by 25% at no extra cost to themselves. The fund is 
now a registered Charity with the NI Charity Commission (NIC100649)

Title:................ Forename:........................................................................................................

Surname:..................................................................................................................................

Address:....................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................Postcode:.......................................

Telephone No:..........................................................................................................................

Please accept my gift of £.................................... to the fund noted above.

Cheques should be crossed and made payable to:
The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund

Signature:............................................................................ Date:......................................

THE OLD INSTONIANS BENEVOLENT FUND
Philip Seay, 

24 Circular Road,
Belfast BT4 2GA

Y E S  I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  M A K E  A  D O N A T I O N

GIFT AID DECLARATION: I am a UK tax payer and I want all donations I have made 
to the above fund since 06/04/2000 and all donations I have made from the date 
of this declaration, until I notify you otherwise to be treated as Gift Aid donations. 
I understand that I must have paid income tax or capital gains tax equal to the tax 
reclaimed by the charity on my donations, in the same year as the gift was made.

I am not a UK tax payer

A D D  2 5 %  T O  Y O U R  D O N A T I O N

Please tick one box only
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BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application Form

Surname:......................................................

Address:........................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

Postcode:......................................................

First Name(s):...............................................

Date of Birth:................................................

Tel No:...........................................................

Email:............................................................

Degrees/Diplomas (if any):.....................................................................................................

Attended Inchmarlo/RBAI from:................................(year) to:................................... (year)

DECLARATION
I wish to become a Member of the Association and undertake to abide by the present or future 
Rules and Regulations of the Association, if I am elected.

DATA PRIVACY
Any personal information given to us will be processed in accordance with data protection 
legislation. The Association collects, stores and processes personal data for the purpose of 
maintaining your connection to RBAI. Your data will not be passed to third parties, other than 
approved representatives of the Association, or where there is legal requirement.

The annual subscription of £20 FOR ALL AGE GROUPS must be sent with application.
Please return the completed form and subscription (cheques payable to B.O.I.A.) to:
	 Trevor Walker
	 Hon. Membership Secretary
	 9 Pinehill Road
	 Bangor	 Telephone: (028) 9146 7946
	 BT19 6SA	 Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

Signature:........................................................................... Date:.............................................

INSTONIANS CLUB, SHAW’S BRIDGE

If you wish to become a member of the Instonians Club at Shaw’s Bridge in any of the catagories below, 
please indicate by ticking the appropriate box(es). A Club Application form will be sent to you.

For Further information contact:

Mrs Sharon Crossan
7 Rosevale, Avenue
Drumbeg
Belfast BT17 9LG

sharoncrossan@sky.com

(BLOCK CAPS)

(BLOCK CAPS)

Rugby
Cricket
Hockey

Ordinary
Over 65
Country
Associate

Playing Membership

Non-Playing Membership

Email/Text q     Post q     Phone q

DEATHS

Full Name of deceased:...........................................................................................................

Dates at R.B.A.I.:..........................................................................  Age:....................................

Date and place of death.........................................................................................................

Name and address of sender.................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
The Recorder would welcome news of Old Boys for inclusion in Sea-Horse.

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Register of Members

Amendments/change of address
Please return the change of address form to:
	 JT Walker
	 Hon. Membership Secretary
	 9 Pinehill Road	 Telephone: (028) 9146 7946
	 Bangor BT19 6SA	 Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

Member’s Name:......................................................................................................................

New or amended address:......................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................   Postcode:........................................

Year at school:............................................   to:......................................................................

Life or Annual:..........................................................................................................................

Full Name:................................................................................................................................

Dates at R.B.A.I.:......................................................................................................................

Your information:....................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Sea-Horse | Spring 2025Page 12
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Hockey Report

As I write this report I am in Cork with the 1st XI for an important EYHL2 match against Cork 
Harlequins.

The 1st XI are three quarters of the way through the group section of this competition and 
at present are well placed to qualify for the knock-out stages which are the potential route 
back into EYHL1.

In the Ulster Premier League, after an unbeaten run of seven games, the team sits in second 
place behind leaders Cookstown. Having lost narrowly 3-2 to Cookstown at Shaw’s Bridge 
earlier in the season, a game which we could easily at the very least have drawn, we still 
have to go to Cookstown for the return fixture. This is looking likely to be our last game of 
the season and if Cookstown should have any slip ups in the meantime, could make for an 
exciting league decider.

Unfortunately, we exited the Irish 
Senior Cup at the last 16 stage losing 
2-0 to EYHL1 side and local rivals 
Annadale in a very competitive match 
at Shaw’s Bridge played in front of a 
large crowd. As I say, this was a very 
tight game with Steven Kelso hitting 
the post late on in proceedings when 
the score was only 1-0. At that point 
we were well on top and had Steven’s 
shot gone in the result could have 
been very different.

Our new Coach, Adam Louden, has settled in well to his role and now seems to be getting 
the best out of what is a very young Senior Squad. On occasion, we have had as many as six 
Inst schoolboys in our match day squads with Matthew McAreavey, Michael Hollway, Jacob 
McElhatton, Riley Marney, Toby Lyons, Bruce McDonald 
and Robbie McAreavey all having featured. These 
boys, despite their young age, have quickly cemented 
themselves as important members of the team and it 
goes without saying that this augurs well for the future of 
the Club. 

  The 2nd XI, under Stuart McWilliams, have had a pretty 
tough season so far. They too have had quite a few 
schoolboys, such as Frank Hollway, Robbie McAreavey, 
Daniel Shannon, Adam Price and Harry Luke, in their 
ranks. However, they have suffered from long term 
injuries to senior stalwarts such as captain Stuart 
McWilliams, Michael Keane and Jamie Weatherup. Despite 
this, the 2nd XI did pick up an important 2-0 win against 

Bangor in their last game and with senior players such as Andrew Corry, William Robinson 
and Stuart McNeice now turning out regularly, I am confident that the “ship will be steered” 
to safety in Junior League 1.

Caelan Tyler’s 3rd XI have had some mixed results in what remains a tough Junior League 
2, where they often face 2nd XI’s from opposing clubs. That said, the team currently sits 
mid table in the league and hopefully a strong finish to their campaign will see them climb 
higher. The cup competitions have though been an entirely different story for Caelan’s side. 
They fared well in their Junior League Cup campaign and in the McClements Cup, having 
reached the semi-final, they recorded a fantastic 2-0 win against a strong Banbridge 3rd XI 
to reach the final where the opposition will be Lisnagarvey 4th XI. As yet all we know is that 
the final will be played at one of the Ulster Hockey Finals Days in late April or early May at a 
venue to be decided, so please keep an eye out for details. The 3rd XI are a good mixture of 
youth and experience, with the younger players benefitting from playing with the evergreen 
Clarke Kennedy, Stuart McNeice and Ricky Lee.

John Gilmore has done a great job as captain of the 4th XI. John’s enthusiasm is boundless 
and has rubbed off on the team who have ground out some great results often against 
considerably more experienced teams. The ever-present Paul Hollway (regularly assisted 
by Ricky Lee) has been a great asset to this team and in helping develop young players 
such as Johnny Weatherup, Harry Boyce, Noah Gillespie, James Nelson and twins James & 
Scott Ewing. As the team which provides the introduction to senior hockey for many, it is 
important that the 4th XI retain their Junior League 4 status which, all being well, is not 
going to be a problem.

 On the Club goal scoring front 
Matthew McCord, with 284 goals, is 
closing in fast on the Club’s record 
scorer Chis Barnes (294 goals). 
Steven Kelso is in 7th place on the 
all-time scoring table with 187 goals 
and a couple of other important 
milestones have been reached 
recently i.e. Brandon Anderson 201 
goals (6th place) and Ricky Lee 100 
goals (16th place).

 The Seahorse’s Youth Academy, 
under the watchful eye of Convenor 
Ricky Lee, had a very successful 
return visit to the Royal Polo Club 
Barcelona in December. The group travelled with approximately 70 boy and girl players 
and parents representing Under 9 boys and Under 13 boys and girls, with all performing 
creditably. The tournament featured 25 Clubs from all over Europe and involved 106 teams 
with over 1200 players in total competing over 3 days. A very impressive event and the Under 
13 girls team deserve special mention after reaching the grand final where they were only 
beaten on the dreaded run-ins. Ben Palmer



As the season draws to a close I should thank 
our Club Umpires especially Graham Higgin, 
Henry Brown, Chris Parks and Tim Hogg as well as 
everyone else who has taken the time to pick up a 
whistle. We should remember that matches cannot 
go ahead without umpires. Also our AGM will be 
taking place in May (date to follow) and as ever I 
would make a plea for people to put themselves 
forward for election. It would be great if we could 
refresh some of the positions and get more people 
involved in the running of the Club.

I would conclude by wishing all teams the 
very best for the remainder of the season and 
thereafter, I hope that everyone has an enjoyable 
summer before we meet again on the terraces in 
September.

RP 
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The School have had a season 
to remember. The Under 15’s, 
with our own Finlay Marney 
as their coach, reached the 
final of the Richardson Cup. 
Unfortunately, they were beaten 
2-0 by Cookstown HS. However, 
the 1st XI, having already won 
the McCullough Cup prior to 
Christmas, overcame Sullivan 
US in the semi-final  of the 
Burney Cup and then had a very 
convincing 4-1 win over Campbell 
College in the final to retain the 
trophy. This is the first time in 20 
years that the 1st XI have “done 

the double” and the Club enjoyed hosting a well-received reception at Shaw’s Bridge for the 
players, coaches, teachers and parents to celebrate the team’s fantastic success. With only a 
few of the players leaving School this year, hopes are high for further success and silverware 
next year.

 Our young players continue to enjoy representative success - Riley Marney and Robbie 
McAreavey have been selected at Irish Under 16 level and Michael Hollway and Matthew 
McAreavey at Irish Under 18 level for Easter tournaments. It is also worth noting that 
goalkeeper Zak Larmour and Charles Hollway have recently represented the UK Lions 
following fine performances for Ulster Under 14’s in Beeston last summer. We wish all boys 
involved every success going forward.

  The new playing surface is “bedding-in” well and has 
received lots of compliments already. We were pleased 
to be selected to host the semi-finals of the McCullough 
Cup Schools competition and then were delighted to 
be awarded the hosting of the prestigious Kirk Cup final 
involving Lisnagarvey and Cookstown. The Seahorse Shack 
continues to go from strength to strength and huge 
thanks are due to Ricky Lee and his team for their hard 
work in running and promoting that facility. The plan is to 
continue to seek to have premier events at Shaw’s Bridge 
both to promote and monetise the excellent facilities 
that we have. 

It would be remiss of me not to congratulate the 
Rugby 1st XV on their fourth successive League win and 
promotion and also to wish the Cricket 1st XI in their bid 
to retain the Ulster Premier League which they won the 
season before last. Zak Larmour and Charles Hollway
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Cricket Report 

“Cricket is such a sport that you get to learn something from someone everyday”.

We did employ a professional cricketer this season, but unfortunately he was injured in the 
first game and had to return home. We were unable to find a replacement so late in the 
day. We hired Rushdi Jappie who coached some of our youth teams and the second XI on a 
Saturday. Unfortunately, we lost Shane Getkate to Phoenix.

We also brought in a new player, Neil Rock, who plays for Ireland T20 and ODI’s. When he 
was able to play, he added a great depth to the batting attack, but his Irish commitments 
meant he was not always available.

After winning the league last year, we found ourselves in the bottom 4 when the league 
split occurred. It is fair to say that at the time the margins were very narrow and as is 
always the case, DL was not our friend. We did finish top of the bottom four.

Some great performances:

Versus Carrick – R. McKinley 109, C.Carmichael 139NO

Versus CSNI- A.White 115NO, J.Lambert 4-41

Versus Woodvale – N.Rock 108, C.Robertson 4-25

In the Challenge Cup we reached the semi-final but were beaten by Lisburn. 

In the Irish Senior Cup, we exited in the semi-final to a strong Merrion side.

In the T20 Cup we did not get out of the group stage.

X.McIwaine represented Irish Universities. 
C.Carmichael and C.Robertson both played 
for the Knights. O.Metcalfe and J.Dickson 
for the Munster Reds. C.Carmichael played 
for Ireland A and we follow the Irish career 
of our own Amy Hunter which goes from 
strength to strength.

 The second eleven finished seventh in 
Junior 1 and it was a nail-biting finish to 
avoid relegation. The issue with this team 
is consistency due to school exams and 
players returning home from University. 
When the team was at full strength, they 
were a hard force to beat. Robert Craigan 
took on the role of overseeing this team. 
He did a fantastic job, and we thank him Amy Hunter, Captain of Irelands U19 team U19 

Women’s World Cup

Instonians Exiles Golf Society

Our 40th Anniversary Year!

Gentlemen, this year as 
I’m sure you are aware, 
is the 40th anniversary 
of this prestigious golf 
society. It all began 
with an annual event, 
originally played at 
Richmond Golf Club, 
for the Dulux Cup. We 
were semi successful 
over the early years, 
and we used to play 
against Coleraine, and 
Campbell also used to 
field a team. Campbell 
dwindled away and now it has become a 
shoot-out between ourselves and Coleraine. 
Both my colleague at Coleraine and I have 
been doing our best to encourage other 
schools to join us in June – this year we 
are playing on Friday 20th June at Surbiton 
Golf Club – but with limited success. We 
suggested that if we could find four other 
NI exiles, they could become a team.  The 
best we have had is three…. If you know 
any other NI exiles, put them in touch with 
me. Thank heavens for e-mails and to Chris 
Clarke for our Facebook page!

When Dick Roberts took over from Ivan 
Thompson some 20 years ago, he introduced 
an Instonian Day for golf, which is now an 
annual event. We have always tried to use 
a club that has an Instonian member. This 
year will be the first year that we are using 
a club that has none, as they have given 
us the best deal and even wrote to me 
asking us to come back. So, on Friday 19th 
September, we return to North London, 

to Finchley Golf Club. It promises to be a 
momentous day, but to make it greater, 
I need players. I always need players and 
always need new blood. I have been playing 
with the society for about 35 years, and 
there are some Instonians who have played 
more. Our golf may not be getting any better 
but thank heavens for handicaps!! 

Please come to one or both, and please let 
me know that you are available. I want this 
year to be our greatest year for numbers. 
I have booked for 28 at Finchley and 24 
at Surbiton in June. Nothing would give 
me greater pleasure in having to up the 
numbers. 

My contact details have not changed from: 
nacnudmaharg@gmail.com 

Looking forward to yet another wonderful 
year of golf with our Golf Society in its 40th 
year.

GRD
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The Ladies team played in Women’s League 1, under the captaincy of April Linton and 
coaches Xander McIlwaine and Gareth Thompson. We finished second in the League which 
was a fantastic achievement. The drive and motivation were clear from the onset of the 
winter indoor training and this continued into the Monday night and the matches. We thank 
April and Xander for their passion for this growing area of our club. This translates into a 
large number of our club playing representative cricket.

Notable performances include:

Versus Lisburn – A.Willmott 30ret, N.McCartney 2-14, N.Moore 2-37

Versus CSNI – A.Millar – 2-18

Versus Holywood – A.Ellerby 2-18 and 30ret

Versus Muckamore – A.Kimber 30ret, K.Millar 30ret

In the Gallagher Women’s Challenge Plate we went out in the first round, DL not a friend.

Youth Cricket 
At U11 we finished third in the League and we 
were beaten in the final of the Quoile Cup to 
Bangor. 

  In the Development Cup our B team reached 
the quarter final. T.Hopkins, F.Robinson and 
O.Campbell featuring heavily in the results.

At U13 – the dream team - we won the League, 
the Banogue Cup and even went on to win 
the All Ireland. The mighty treble. A fantastic 
achievement. Featuring on many occasions 
in the results – R.Moore, V.Geddam ,C.Wilson, 
and D.Agnew.

At U15, we finished third in the league - 
F.Hollway being a star in the statistics. This 
team consists of many of our under 13s who 
are playing up. We exited the Graham Cup in 
the quarter final.

On the NCU U11 squad we were represented by F.Robinson and T.Buchanan

On the NCU U13 squad we were represented by C.Wilson, D.Agnew, H.Salian

On the NCU U15 squad we were represented by B.Walsh, D.Gray, F.Hollway, J.Robinson 

On the NCU U17 squad we were represented by H.Robinson and M.Willmott

U13 Banogue Cup winning team

warmly as at times it can be a challenging position. It is true to report that his brother, 
George, was the star of the team, featuring strongly in every match with the bat and ball.

Some noteworthy performances:

Versus Lisburn T20 – B.Walsh 4-21

Versus Waringstown – G.Craigan 56, X.McIlwaine 3-5

Versus Woodvale- D.Agnew – 3-31, M.Willmott 3-41, S.McLarnon 67no

Versus CIYMS – R.Ellerby 82, G.Craigan 3-33

In the Junior Cup we reached the quarter final and were beaten by Downpatrick’s first team.  

We also entered the Ulster Plate and reached the semi-final. The first round against New 
Buildings saw a century for G.Craigan.

In the T20 Trophy we finished bottom of Group A.

The third eleven finished third in Junior 4. The major stalwart of this team was Gareth 
Robinson with his infectious enthusiasm and well-honed cricket skills. He was very ably 
assisted by James Nelson.  This team featured many of our ladies and younger youth. 

Notable performances:

Versus Drumaness Superkings (22 overs) – G.Robinson 70no, A.Price 41no

Versus Laurelvale –H.Robinson 62no

Versus North Down – J.Nelson 43

The fourth eleven, captained by Rick McKibbin finished 6th in Junior 5. Often tough to get 
a team as the teams above fill places. Rick is always patient and obliging and of course a 
fantastic cricketer and we thank him for his contribution to the club. If you read down the 
results the major contributors are Rick, Graeme Higgin, Cameron Williams and R.Martin.

Versus Lisburn (20 overs) – R.Martin 73, C.Williams 2-11

Versus Saintfield – R.McKibbin 2-8 

In the Minor Lindsay we went out in the quarter final, being beaten by Saintfield.

The Midweek team captained by Guy Corr finished sixth out of 9 in the South League. 
Retired at 30 runs during the season were R.McKibbin, N.Alexander and D.Jones. Reading 
the results, it is great to see the names of so many still playing cricket.
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 The many friends, acquaintances and colleagues of Roy Gibson were deeply saddened to 
learn of his death on 11th March 2024. 

Roy typified the values of an Instonian – a pride in Inst., continued support for its welfare 
and an undiminished interest in its former pupils. 

These values were rightly recognised when he was elected President of the Belfast Old 
Instonians Association in 2003 and President of Instonians Club in 1989.

It might be said – jocularly – that early in life, Roy saw clearly the path that he wanted 
to follow. That path was started at Inst.  To some, it might have seemed a surprise that 
he did because Roy’s primary education consisted of six years at Downey House School - 
the preparatory school for Methody. Indeed, his parents were very keen that he took his 
secondary education at Methody. 

Roy demonstrated early a very recognisable trait, in that he knew his own mind and was not 
to be deflected from something that he believed in, and insisted that he wanted to go to 
Inst.  Accordingly, his father applied on his behalf for entrance to Inst. 

The then Principal, Mr J G Grummit, was duty-bound to take references from Methody. This 
he did by writing to the Headmaster, Mr J G Harrison. Mr Harrison replied promptly in a letter 
of 8th June 1945, in which he said:-

“Roy Gibson who is excellent in every way is almost our most promising pupil. I am only 
sorry that he is not going on to the Methodist College… he is a great boy of great ability and 
high character.” 

Obituaries

Robert (Roy) Gibson FRCS (RBAI 1945-1951)

On NCU Ladies

U13 Performance Squad – C.Magee, S.Vinothkumar

U15 Performance Squad – M.McCartney,

U15 Performance Training Squad – A.Willmott, J.Martin

U15 Irish Pathway – M.McCartney

U17 Performance Training Squad – A.Ellerby, 
N.Moore,E.Wilson

 U17 Irish Pathway – A.Ellerby

 The NCU took a squad to Chennai in India, we 
were represented by D.Agnew, C.Wilson, H.Salian 
and B.Walsh.

Anna Ellerby played for the U15 Irish Team

At Ulster School level we were represented by B.B 
McCausland and G.Craigan

Ireland Under 15 – B.Walsh

Many thanks to all involved, the club owes you all a great debt of gratitude as we could not 
function and grow without the youth section. It is our major source of revenue and therefore 
critical to our present and future. The hours devoted by certain individuals are phenomenal 
– especially Andrew Agnew and Gareth Robinson who give of their time, talent, and skill.  

A big thank you to all our captains and coaches. We owe them a great deal of thanks, also, 
without them we would be unable to deliver the huge programme we do and get all the 
teams out each week.

The groundstaff are key to a cricket club – Scott does us proud with great wickets ably 
supported in the background by Phil McCormick.

Scorers are critical so the smooth running of matches – thanks to Helen McConaghy – also 
ably standing in Murray Power.

Fund raising - We thank Matt Lowe for his efforts with Crowdfunder raising a staggering £5k 
which is then matched so £10k was raised, grants Andrew Agnew and Gareth Robinson and 
also our end of season curry night raising over £2000.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to Ben Lambert for giving his time and skills to help our 
communication through social media.

We would like to thank all our sponsors this includes money donations but also their time, 
talent and practical donations. All these are very helpful and much appreciated.

We would like to thank the Executive for their ongoing support and particularly President, 
Peter Russell who has been a presence at so many matches.

EL

Ben Walsh
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On retiring, Roy continued with his close interest in all matters to do with Inst.  Despite 
the time this took, he still was able to follow other pursuits. One of these was an informed 
interest in the Stock Market and investments generally. A “tip” from Roy was always worthy 
of further consideration.  

It is well known that hard worked medical consultants, when wishing to avail themselves 
of a tea or coffee break during their very busy clinics, would say to the nurses, “I am off to 
see Mrs Brown.” After retirement, Roy was still able to go and see Mrs Brown! He enjoyed 
immensely the social aspects of the Instonians family, especially his visits to Randall’s 
Coffee Shop where he demonstrated with brio his renowned skills as a raconteur. His 
storytelling was given further scope at the front gates of both Inchmarlo and Inst. when he 
did “grandfather duties” in collecting his grandson, Sam, through whom he lived vicariously 
life at Inst. His presence at Shane Park and at Shaw’s Bridge, where he followed eagerly 
the success of Instonian teams, his friendly banter and the craic added immensely to the 
enjoyment of his retirement.

Retirement also gave him more time to be with his daughters and grandchildren. In typical 
irony, he said on many occasions, “my grandchildren are my real pride and joy,” adding 
with a twinkle in his eye, “if I had known they were that good, I would have had them long 
before my children.” 

At the celebration of his life held at McCracken Memorial Presbyterian Church, his daughter, 
Lesley, poignantly advised us that the three greatest joys in her father’s life were:-

1.	 His family;

2.	 Belfast people with their moods, their expressions and the things they told him; and

3.	 Last but not least, his education, particularly at Inst. 

His character was summed up by his close friend, Dr Billy Chambers, who said, “Roy was 
the best of fun and the most reliable person one could imagine.”

His friendship, concern for others and wise counsel will be missed by the entire Instonian 
community, which extends to his daughters and their families its condolences and 
sympathies. 

CDG

To say that Methody’s loss was Inst’s gain is but an understatement. 

Later in life, Roy avowed with his usual candour that at Downey House he had been “taught 
well enough to pass the entrance exam for Inst.”  He entered Inst. in September 1945, the 
start of a long, happy and rewarding connection. His love for cricket was first nurtured there. 
He went on to play for the Inst. 1st XI, and his later profession as a well-respected medical 
consultant did not preclude him from playing in an Instonians 5th XI which won the Fourth 
Division League Section Number Two in 1986!

Roy always expressed a desire to follow a career in medicine, although at one stage in his 
school career, his father felt it necessary to pay to keep all options open. He wrote to Mr 
Grummit on 14th October 1949:-

“I am quite agreeable that Roy Gibson should study Geography in place of Latin, provided 
that it will qualify him for pharmacy, medicine or science entry examinations.”

The loss of Geography was no great sacrifice to someone who knew the highways and byways 
of rural County Down, from where his family hailed, and the environs of Portrush and the 
North Coast, where he enjoyed many escapades and holidays with his friends from school, 
Billy Chambers and Ben Wilson. 

The attraction of the dances at the Arcadia Ballroom in Portrush were later replaced by the 
delights of the Inst. and QUB dances held during term time in Belfast. 

Roy was the proud owner of a moped. It is not clear if Deirdre Addis – a young teacher – 
was attracted by Roy’s moped or his quickstep but, in any event, they became an item very 
quickly. 

The engagement of Deirdre and Roy raised eyebrows – not because they were thought not to 
be a suitable match, but because Roy was marrying a past pupil of Methodist College. Maybe 
it was justice that Methody got a little bit of Roy back. 

Roy was always determined to read Medicine. He went to Queen’s University Belfast in 1951, 
where he later graduated with honours. He was always interested in ENT medicine and he 
quickly became an expert in practical head and neck surgery. His desire to progress led to 
him taking a year’s specialist study in St Louis, Missouri. Roy resisted the obvious attraction 
of a career in the United States of America and returned to Northern Ireland in 1966 to a 
consultant’s post at the Royal Victoria Hospital, where he remained until his retirement in 
1988.

He was a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons (English College) and the Royal College of 
Surgeons (Edinburgh). His abilities and medical acumen were recognised by his professional 
colleagues, and he was appointed Honorary Secretary of the Royal staff, giving him a direct 
route into the management of the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast. 

Roy was instrumental in seeing through the rationalisation of ENT surgery in Belfast, where 
he cared assiduously for many patients, including those who had sustained serious injuries 
in the Troubles. 
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S TAT U S  Q U O  R EM I N I S C ES .

Betts M	 (2015-17)
Betts T	 (2010-17)
Cherry P	 (2009-14)
McAlister R	 (2009-16)
Tumelty CD	 (2004-11)

Byers JWA	 (2008-14)
Myles AD MA(Hons)	 (1985-92)	

Gordon N	 (1988-95)
Maguiness SD	 (1968-75)
McKelvey C	 (1991-96)

McWhinney JG	 (1987-94)
Snodden P BA(Hons)	 (1991-98)

Membership

New Members

Resignations

Carrothers NS	 (1949-55)	 died peacefully at hospital 14 January 2024.
Markey M	 (1951-57)	 died 31 January 2025 aged 85 after a short illness.
Mayne EW	 (1947-52)	 died 3 February 2025 at home.
Ramsey SL	 (1949-55)	 died 15 November 2024.
Rodgers Dr C	 (1971-76)	 died 15 March 2025 peacefully at home aged 64.
Russell WJ	 (1939-44)	 St Alban’s, died 13 September 2024 aged 98.
Shane FJ	 (1948-60)	 died peacefully at home 7 February 2025.
Wilson PCB	 (1948-54)	 died peacefully at hospital 22 February 2025.

Deaths

Re-instatements: -
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