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A word from the Recorder
I would like to thank everyone for their submissions for this edition, it is always 
a source of great pride to see the successes of the Instonian community across 
various fields. I would greatly encourage others to come forward with any articles 
that they feel would be of interest for the next edition. If so, please feel free to 
contact me on matthewcolinyoung@gmail.com. 

Thanks, MCY

Please submit all copy for the next edition before Friday 15 November. 

NOTICE is given that the Annual General Meeting 
of the Belfast Old Instonians Association will take 
place at Malone Golf Club Belfast on Thursday 19th 
September 2024 at 7.30pm.

Honorary secretary
Steven Thompson

NOTICE OF AGM

Bookings to be made via BOIA website - boia.org.uk

Notice of BOIA Edinburgh Dinner 2024

Price: £40  (students £25)

Date: Friday 29 November 2024, 19:00
Venue: The Grange Club, Potgower Place, Edinburgh EH4 1HQ
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General News & Information From Home and Abroad

YEAR CONVENORS
2014	 10 YEAR	 Ben O’Donnell	 benodonnell901@gmail.com	 07530116511
		  Toby Boyd	 tobyboyd15@gmail.com	  +353 0896185786
		  Patrick Mills	 patrickmills1@live.co.uk	 07792417007	

2004	 20 YEAR	 Chris Kirk	 chriskirk127@gmail.com	 07593287273
		  Johnny Watt	 wattj@tcd.ie	 07445268601
		  Timothy Rankin	 t.rankin@cfrlaw.co.uk	 02890271378
	
1994	 30 YEAR	 Richard Sweeney	 sweeneyr@kingsbridgehealthcaregroup.com			 
				    07730001530
		  Jonny Cowan	 jonathan_cowan@hotmail.com	 07776286741

1987	 37 YEAR	 Roger Warnock	 roger@rogerwarnock.org	 07759114575

1984	 40 YEAR	 Scott Hanley	 scottwhanley@gmail.com	 07813192797
		  Colin Johnston	 colin@clearpharmacy.com	 07803726000

1974	 50 YEAR	 John McKibbin	 john_mckibbin@hotmail.com	 02892674274
		  Glenn Aiken	 aiken_glenn@yahoo.co.uk	 07493171181
		  Roger Coppock	 r.coppock@btinternet.com	 07917093965

1964	 60 YEAR	 Allan Sweeney	 allansween2009@googlemail.com	 07801782696
		  Alan Dunlop	 alan.dunlop1945@icloud.com	 07718923419	
	 	 David Gould	 rdrg@hotmail.co.uk	 07900008610

DINNER ORGANISERS
		  Dougy Madill	 douglasmadill@btinternet.com	 07894709112
			   215 Mealough Rd., Drumbo BT27 5LE	 02890826425

		  Don Collins	 don_collins70@hotmail.com	 07899677875
			   28 Woodcroft Park, Holywood BT18 0PS	 02890422586

FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER 

R.B.A.I. COMMON HALL

BLACK TIE      7.00 FOR 7.30      £40

BOIA ANNUAL DINNER 2024

Payment can be made online via the BOIA website (boia.org.uk)

Congratulations to 
Sir David Sterling 
(RBAI 1969-76), upon 
receiving a Doctor of 
Laws for distinction 
in public service. 
The former Head of 
the Northern Ireland 
Civil Service (NICS), 
Sir David completed 
over 40 years’ service 
in the NICS and is 
currently Chair of NIE Networks, Northern Ireland 
Screen and the Chief Executives’ Forum in Northern Ireland.

Sir David commented: “I am proud to receive this honorary doctorate alongside such 
esteemed colleagues who have helped to pave the way in their respective areas. Education 
has always been the cornerstone of progress and innovation. I am delighted to be part of this 
year’s graduation cohort and wish them every success in their future endeavours.”

Congratulations to Jack McMillan (RBAI 2011-18), who won Gold at the Paris Olympics on 
Tuesday 30 July 2024.

Jack won an Olympic gold medal after Great Britain and Northern Ireland retained their 
Olympic 4x200m freestyle relay title. 

Jack helped Great Britain qualify in first place for 
the men’s 4x200m freestyle relay final at the Paris 
Olympics. Jack McMillan set off second after James Guy 
had established an early lead in the second heat and 
produced a strong leg with a time of 1:45.68 to maintain 
his teams advantage, before Kieran Bird and Tom Dean 
completed the heat in a time of 7:05.11.

In the final, the same quartet that won gold in Tokyo 
three years ago - Matt Richards, James Guy, Tom Dean 
and Duncan Scott - were reunited in the La Defense 
Arena and brought the team home to win by a relatively 
comfortable 1.35 seconds.

Prior to Tuesday 30 July, no athlete from Northern 
Ireland had won a gold medal since 1988.

Congratulations Jack!
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Ian Hamilton (Inchmarlo and RBAI 1958-1971) recently became only the second Instonian 
to be capped by Ireland at Bridge. 

Ian was selected to play for Ireland Seniors in Herning, Denmark in late June 2024, 
contesting the European Championship. He also has a number of caps for Northern 
Ireland, including three with his brother Willie Hamilton (Inchmarlo and RBAI 1963-1976).

With surprisingly few historic caps of Irish bridge players from Northern Ireland, it is a 
great achievement to see another Instonian enter these ranks, joining fellow Instonian 
Rex Anderson. 

While Instonians such as Jack McMillan made 
their own mark on the Olympic Games, it is 
great to see Old Instonians, such as Jonny 
Cowan (RBAI 1987-94), having an impact on 
the world stage. Jonny holds the position as 
Europe General Manager of World Table Tennis 
and no doubt played a central role in the 
success of the Games.

I remember back in the 1960’s to an 
interview given by the then Principal, SVP, 
who was explaining to the listeners why 
Inst, unlike most other schools, did not 
have a Headmaster, but a Principal. The 
Title, Headmaster, was given to the Tutor 
appointed to take responsibility for the 
administration of his department of which 
there were eight when the School first 
opened in February 1814. It wasn’t until the 
1890s’ when there was a change of opinion 
that perhaps the system could be improved 
with the appointment of one person who 
would take overall control of the Institution.

The first Principal was Robert Dods 
promoted from the French Department in 
1897. He failed to complete his first year of 
office and was forced to resign, on health 
grounds. His successor, Robert Millar Jones, 
held the office for 27 years and made a huge 
contribution to the development of Inst. 
He had at his disposal the funds from the 
recent sale of the front lawn, he also had 
the vision to know what had to be done 
to improve the image of the school, good 
facilities, a contented staff and disciplined, 
industrious pupils. These aims he achieved, 
thanks to his drive and determination to 
succeed.

Geoffrey Garrod was appointed as his 
successor, having been Headmaster of 
Sevenoaks School in Kent. He will best be 
remembered for the changes he brought to 
the school day, many of which are part and 
parcel of today’s routine. He introduced a 
Dining Hall, converted the three classrooms 
which comprised the Maths Department 
into an Assembly Hall. The quartered black 
and yellow cap was another introduction, 
but it is probably the House System for 

which he will be best remembered. The 
600 strong population was divided into 
4 Houses, depending on postal address, 
Dill, Kelvin, Larmor and Pirrie. His idea was 
to bring competitiveness to the games 
activities, and on a pastoral note, to keep 
an eye on a boy’s academic progress and 
wellbeing. Being an accomplished musician, 
he was surprised that music was so low 
on the priority list. This he remedied by 
starting an orchestra, and then turned his 
attention to finding a suitable School Song. 
“Inst, Inst, Ancient and Royal” was first sung 
at the Armistice Day Ceremony in 1926. He 
encouraged past pupils to donate cups 
and trophies for inter-house competition, 
especially in athletics. His tenure of the 
position ended in 1939 when he was 
succeeded by JCA Brierley, a temporary 
appointment until a permanent candidate 
could be found. Sadly, he died in July 1940, a 
few weeks before the declaration of War.

Information about the first five Principals 
of Inst is the result of some research, but 
during my 40 odd year association with the 
School as pupil and member of staff, I had 
the honour of serving under a further four.

When I joined in 1948, the School was 
under the leadership of John H Grummitt, 
who had arrived from Jersey shortly after 
the German invasion. He brought with him 
two sons, Gilbert (the only pupil I knew 
with 4 Christian names!) and Adam. Gilly’s 
physique made him best suited to playing 
prop on any team. On occasions, I was 
invited to play the Grummitt version of 
darts in the family home at Cranmore, an 
experience not without risk of personal 
injury. However, I have other memories of 
JHG. For practical reasons (my excuse!) my 

It’s a matter of Principal
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father usually took me to school by car. 
As we passed the bus stop at the gate to 
Cranmore, I recognised a familiar figure 
waiting for the next bus. JHG. We stopped 
and offered a lift. I was relegated to the back 
seat (or was it the boot?) for without that 
lift, Morning Assembly was not going to take 
place. Just another example of an Instonian 
leading the way in the issue of global 
warming. Not many other Headmasters 
would have been so public spirited to 
help reduce his carbon footprint in the 
environment in those days!!

In September 1959, we welcomed S Victor 
Peskett from Cambridge, who was to spend 
almost 20 years as our Principal. Initially it 
was a difficult period for him. He seemed 
a little more remote, spent a lot of time 
dealing with business within his study 
without involving his staff. Against that, he 
and his wife Prue, who was making a great 
impact on the Drama productions, were 
excellent and generous hosts entertaining 
staff and guests at Fairy Hill. In time, his 
popularity increased, he became more 
approachable, devoted a lot of time to 
BOIA, and was a good appointment to the 
leadership team.

Tom Garrett, former pupil and member of 
staff, returned to Inst in 1978, having spent a 
few years as Head of Portora Royal School. It 
was a difficult period in the School’s history, 
political discontent, some student unrest, 
some of his decisions and appointments did 
not meet with the approval of his staff, but 
on a positive note, it was he who introduced 
me to the subject of German in Form 3 
which was to form the basis of my teaching 
career. Danke, Tom. 

R Michael Ridley saw the great potential 
available to develop the image of Inst 
and left his position as Head of Denstone 

College in Staffordshire in 1990, where 
he felt restricted by the school’s limited 
programme and foresight. He wasted no 
time in getting fully involved, or rather 
getting the pupils more involved by tapping 
their latent talents. They were encouraged 
to make a bigger contribution to the life of 
the School, sport, societies, drama, music, 
in any way possible. He could be seen, and 
heard, giving encouragement and advice 
from the touch-line to the Under 12 rugby 
team. The boys responded well, an example 
of which was our ability to field up to 20 
rugby teams on a Saturday morning, but it 
created a problem in finding opposition. Full 
of energy and determination, he brought a 
new dimension to the success of Inst. 

I often wondered why many of our Principals 
left the comparative comfort of their 
previous school to come to Belfast, hardly a 
destination too high on the popularity list, 
to take over the reins of RBAI. Did we live up 
to their expectations? Perhaps we should 
have asked them about the wisdom of their 
decision when we had the opportunity. 
But one thing is clear; they all devoted full 
energy and commitment to the School. The 
role played by the wives of our Principals 
cannot be underestimated. Their input is 
duly noted. 

Numerous Headmasters and nine Principals 
have guided the School over the past two 
centuries. Their commitment, vision and 
industry have developed and advanced 
the Institution into what it is today, an 
establishment where it was a pleasure to be 
a pupil and a member of staff.

JDC.

For those who have followed RBAI’s 
numerous successes in swimming over 
recent years, it will come as no surprise 
to see Jack McMillan (RBAI 2011-18) now 
leading on the world stage. Jack, a Bath 
Cup winner while at RBAI, saw his debut 
on the sport’s grandest stage three years 
ago with Team Ireland in Tokyo, but has 
since changed his allegiance. Now, he’s 
celebrating the greatest achievement of 
his career, having played a crucial role in 
Team GB’s success, becoming the fifth 
Northern Irish athlete to secure Olympic 
gold, just an hour after Daniel Wiffen 
claimed the fourth. Jack can now add 
himself to the esteemed list of previous 
gold medal winners from Northern 
Ireland, including Lady Mary Peters, 
Jimmy Kirkwood and Stephen Martin.

The early signs of Jack’s talent were 
clear, when he represented Ireland at 
the European Olympic Festival at just 15. 
Recalling his early experience at international competitions, he notes that, “at such a young 
age, it definitely spurred me on to do more.”

 Following his appearance for Ireland at the 2020 Tokyo Games, where they finished 14th 
in the men’s 4x200m freestyle relay and recording a new national record of 1:46.66, Jack 

decided to move to Stirling University 
where the opportunities for further 
coaching allowed him to reach the next 
level in his career. 

Speaking of his switch from 
representing Ireland to Team GB, 
Jack told Belfast Telegraph that, “the 
last Games I obviously represented a 
different country but the transition 
into GB was a good move for me as it 
helps my career and is a bigger team,” 
he said.

Jack McMillan wins gold at 
2024 Paris Olympic Games 
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“There are more medal opportunities over here but I’m just so honoured to represent Team 
GB.

“It was also a natural move for me as I moved to Stirling to train and so all of my GB team-
mates were around me.”

 He told the BBC that, “I made the decision [to switch to Team GB] two years ago, and at the 
time it was quite risky because it’s a wee bit harder to get onto the Team GB team, especially 
in swimming. 

“No-one had really transitioned from Ireland to Great Britain in swimming anyway so I didn’t 
have anyone to talk to about it I guess, so it was quite a risky move at the time and I was 
quite unsure about the whole thing.

“Two years ago this was the ultimate goal. This was the dream and for it to actually come 
true, it’s pretty surreal.”

 Thinking back to his success and the journey he made to get him to this point, Jack 
paid tribute to his late parents, noting that “they always believed in me and always were 
supportive of me throughout my whole career so I think this is just like a nice way to make 
those sacrifices, and all the support they gave me, worthwhile.

“I’ll treasure this moment forever and it’s only up from here. I can’t wait for the next four 
years.”

A huge congratulations to Jack for his successes to date and we look forward to seeing 
further accolades in what will no doubt be a decorated career. 

Rugby Report 

As stated in the Spring report, the season was as 
good as over for all teams, the 1st XV had won their 
league with one game remaining, plus the small 
matter of the final of the Ulster Senior Cup against 
Queens still to be contested.  

The last league game against Skerries at home was 
eagerly awaited as the AIL League trophy would be 
presented after the game. The large crowd enjoyed 
a 9 try winning performance and it was great to 
see the players, coaches and management all 
celebrating after the game.

 The final match of the season would be the Ulster 
Senior Cup final, not won by an Instonian team in 
25 years. When the match did come around, our 
squad had not played a game in four weeks, whilst 
Queens on the other hand had been involved in a 
series of tough league play off matches. There was 
therefore a concern that our squad may be ring 
rusty. However, on the day both teams gave 100% 
and at the final whistle the scores were tied 26-26. 
In extra time however, our side took control and 
scored 10 unanswered points to lift the trophy by 
36-26.

 To complete the league and cup double was the 
least captain 

Rob Whitten and stand-in captain Mark Keane, along 
with the whole squad, coaches and management 
deserved after all their hard work and commitment 
over the entire season.

Overall the Club is in great shape with all teams 
performing well and competing with league and cup 
success.

The youth section continues to gain momentum at 
all age grades and the outreach programme into non 
rugby schools is generating new players at the Club. 
Also, girls rugby is in place with the aim to build and 
develop a full girls section from U12s up to adult 
teams in the coming seasons. In addition, the mini 
section just keeps on expanding which is great to 
see. 
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End of season awards & 
presentations
Team Captains
1st XV	 Robert Whitten / Mark Keane
2nd XV	 Rhys Davidson
3rd XV	 Rab Brown
4th XV	 Marco Manso
Gary Rainey Rose Bowl	 Oliver Clarke
(most improved player)
Des Bell Trophy	 Stephan Hillebrand
(best young player)
Des O’Donnell Cup	 Aidan Notarantonio
(best youth player)
Tony Martin Trophy	 Bradley McNamara
(player who contributed most to 1st XV)	
Player who contributed	
    most to 2nd XV	 Stephan Hillebrand 
Player who contributed	
    most to 3rd XV	 Henry Pattison	   
Player who contributed	
most to 4th XV 	 Shea McGivern	
Player who contributed	
    most to U16 XV	 Aleksander Lusty 	
Player who contributed	
    most to U14 XV	 Aidan Notarantoni

Representative Awards
Ireland Club XV	 Rhys O’Donnell

Ulster Development	 Josh Eagleson,
	 Bradley McNamara

AIL Select XV	 Mark Keane, Rhys O’Donnell, 		
	 Bevan Prinsloo, David Whitten

Ulster U18s	 Adam Boyd, Charlie Gray,
	 Zak Molyneaux,
	 Loughlin Sweeney

Ulster U17s	 Andrew Purcell

Ulster U16s	 Jack Coulter

British Army XV	 Sam Ackers

Royal Navy XV	 AJ Hussell

Next season
With the further success and promotion secured for a third successive season we are 
now competing in AIL 2A. This will bring additional physical challenges with tougher 
opposition expected. To mitigate this, Clem Boyd and the coaches continue their 
endeavours to strengthen the squad across all positions. 

The additional players, alongside our existing squad, will provide healthy competition 
for places within the Club. Unfortunately, we have lost a number of players including 
Rhys O’Donnell, who has moved down to Australia, Gary Dillon who is to be player 
coach at Dromore and Alan Whitten is considering retirement from senior rugby. We 
wish them all well and extend our thanks for the contributions they have made to Club 
both on and off the pitch. 

This season got underway on 24th August with the Ulster Senior League then the All 
Ireland League campaign kicks off on 21st Sept (fixtures below).

Date	 Opponent	 H/A	

2024

21 Sept	 Buccaneers	 A

28 Sept	 Ballymena	 H

05 Oct	 Greystones	 A

19 Oct	 Navan	 H

26 Oct	 Galway Corinthians	 A

09 Nov	 Old Crescent	 H

16 Nov	 MU Barnhall	 H

07 Dec	 Cashel	 A

14 Dec	 Banbridge	 H

Date	 Opponent	 H/A	

2025

11 Jan	 Banbridge	 A

18 Jan	 Cashel	 H

25 Jan	 MU Barnhall	 A

08 Feb	 Old Crescent	 A

15 Feb	 Galway Corinthians	 H

01 Mar	 Navan	 A

22 Mar	 Greystones	 H

29 Mar	 Ballymena	 A

05 Apr	 Buccaneers	 H



Page 3Sea-Horse | Autumn 2024 Page 11

The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund welcomes new and additional funding. Please 
use this simple form to make donations. Taxpayers who tick the Gift Aid declaration 
effectively increase their donations by 25% at no extra cost to themselves. The fund is 
now a registered Charity with the NI Charity Commission (NIC100649)

Title:................ Forename:........................................................................................................

Surname:..................................................................................................................................

Address:....................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................Postcode:.......................................

Telephone No:..........................................................................................................................

Please accept my gift of £.................................... to the fund noted above.

Cheques should be crossed and made payable to:
The Old Instonians Benevolent Fund

Signature:............................................................................ Date:......................................

THE OLD INSTONIANS BENEVOLENT FUND
Philip Seay, 

24 Circular Road,
Belfast BT4 2GA

Y E S  I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  M A K E  A  D O N A T I O N

GIFT AID DECLARATION: I am a UK tax payer and I want all donations I have made 
to the above fund since 06/04/2000 and all donations I have made from the date 
of this declaration, until I notify you otherwise to be treated as Gift Aid donations. 
I understand that I must have paid income tax or capital gains tax equal to the tax 
reclaimed by the charity on my donations, in the same year as the gift was made.

I am not a UK tax payer

A D D  2 5 %  T O  Y O U R  D O N A T I O N

Please tick one box only
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Exiles Golf Society

Once again, it is my pleasure to announce that the Exiles team, led by John Rea on the day, has 
successfully defended the Dulux Cup for yet another year at Surbiton Golf Club. I’m pleased for 
Fergus Gallagher in one respect – he 
doesn’t have to send it to another Exile 
Society, but he will have to engrave it 
again for us.

Other than John Rea in the winning 
team, Josh Fenton, Simon Ewing and Bill 
Hedley made the winning team of four. 
Other players were Chris Clarke and 
Graham Duncan. As usual, Instonians 
Exiles managed to raise the largest 
team, but this year, I’m pleased to 
report that, other than Coleraine, who 
managed a team of four, Methody, 
Bangor Grammar and Campbell College also produced players. It is the best four players, so the 
above schools managed to come third, behind Coleraine. We are encouraging these players to 
find more, and we hope that St Malachy’s will be producing at least one player next year.

With the weather being the winner on the day – chilly and windy – we were unable to bring 
home any other prizes, the nearest the pin and longest drive being snapped up by Coleraine. 
We have to leave some crumbs for others!!

In 2025, we are back at Surbiton Golf Club for the defence of this trophy, again, and I am 
hopeful for a bigger pool of players to choose from. The date we have booked is Friday 20th 
June 2025, so please get it diarised! 

And while we are talking dates, our final outing of 2024 is being held at Verulam Golf Club on 
Friday 20th September. Book early to avoid disappointment, please! Guests are very welcome. 

In 2025, we will be holding our 40th 
birthday at Royal Mid Surrey, with costs 
in the region of £165 each for lunch, golf, 
dinner and prize presentation. Ideas for the 
day and prizes – please come back to me.

Looking forward to great turnout at 
Verulam – St Albans – in September and 
continual thanks to Chris Clarke for his 
photos and maintenance of our Facebook 
Page.

GRD

nacnudmaharg@gmail.com

Successful defence of the Dulux Cup
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BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application Form

Surname:......................................................

Address:........................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

Postcode:......................................................

First Name(s):...............................................

Date of Birth:................................................

Tel No:...........................................................

Email:............................................................

Degrees/Diplomas (if any):.....................................................................................................

Attended Inchmarlo/RBAI from:................................(year) to:................................... (year)

DECLARATION
I wish to become a Member of the Association and undertake to abide by the present or future 
Rules and Regulations of the Association, if I am elected.

DATA PRIVACY
Any personal information given to us will be processed in accordance with data protection 
legislation. The Association collects, stores and processes personal data for the purpose of 
maintaining your connection to RBAI. Your data will not be passed to third parties, other than 
approved representatives of the Association, or where there is legal requirement.

The annual subscription of £15 FOR ALL AGE GROUPS must be sent with application.
Please return the completed form and subscription (cheques payable to B.O.I.A.) to:
	 Trevor Walker
	 Hon. Membership Secretary
	 9 Pinehill Road
	 Bangor	 Telephone: (028) 9146 7946
	 BT19 6SA	 Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

Signature:........................................................................... Date:.............................................

INSTONIANS CLUB, SHAW’S BRIDGE

If you wish to become a member of the Instonians Club at Shaw’s Bridge in any of the catagories below, 
please indicate by ticking the appropriate box(es). A Club Application form will be sent to you.

For Further information contact:

Mrs Sharon Crossan
7 Rosevale, Avenue
Drumbeg
Belfast BT17 9LG

sharoncrossan@sky.com

(BLOCK CAPS)

(BLOCK CAPS)

Rugby
Cricket
Hockey

Ordinary
Over 65
Country
Associate

Playing Membership

Non-Playing Membership

Email/Text q     Post q     Phone q

DEATHS

Full Name of deceased:...........................................................................................................

Dates at R.B.A.I.:..........................................................................  Age:....................................

Date and place of death.........................................................................................................

Name and address of sender.................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
The Recorder would welcome news of Old Boys for inclusion in Sea-Horse.

BELFAST OLD INSTONIANS ASSOCIATION
Register of Members

Amendments/change of address
Please return the change of address form to:
	 JT Walker
	 Hon. Membership Secretary
	 9 Pinehill Road	 Telephone: (028) 9146 7946
	 Bangor BT19 6SA	 Email: jtwalker@tiscali.co.uk

Member’s Name:......................................................................................................................

New or amended address:......................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................   Postcode:........................................

Year at school:............................................   to:......................................................................

Life or Annual:..........................................................................................................................

Full Name:................................................................................................................................

Dates at R.B.A.I.:......................................................................................................................

Your information:....................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Sea-Horse | Autumn 2024Page 12



Page 3Sea-Horse | Autumn 2024 Page 15

As I write this report the 2024/25 season is almost upon us and in a number of respects, it is 
all change at Shaw’s Bridge insofar as the Men’s Hockey Club is concerned.

 We have a completely new coaching and management team at 1st XI where I am delighted to 
announce the appointment of Adam Louden as our Head Coach. Adam, an Instonian himself, 
has been involved in our coaching set-up previously having served as Assistant Coach to 
Steven Redpath when we secured our first promotion to IHL1. Last season Adam successfully 
guided Ards Ladies back into IHL1 from the Ulster Premier League and we are hoping that he 
can replicate that success at Inst this time around. On this occasion Adam’s Assistant will 
be another well-known Instonian in Ricky Lee. Ricky, who has of course been instrumental in 
the recent development of the Seahorse’s Academy, brings a wealth of coaching experience 
at domestic, provincial and international levels and I have no doubt that he too will prove 
to be a significant asset to the Club. Patrick Palmer is taking over the role of 1st XI Manager. 
Patrick, yet another Instonian and a talented tennis player in his youth, has promised to bring 
his own brand of motivation (injected with plenty of humour no doubt) to the squad and we 
look forward to seeing that in practice. In addition, Paul Wilson has joined us as Goal-Keeping 
Coach and David McKee as Video Analyst. The vastly experienced Michael Watt and Tim Hogg 
will also continue to be involved with the Senior Squad and we wish Adam and his entire team 
along with the players a successful campaign. As I have already alluded to, our aim has to be a 
speedy return to IHL1.

The other big change is the new pitch that is 
in the process of being laid at Shaw’s Bridge. 
The previous carpet, which lasted for 17 years, 
much longer than originally anticipated, 
has now been lifted and we are hoping that 
the re-laying will be completed on time at 
the end of August for the start of the new 
season. As ever, we are indebted to former 
Club Chairman Tom Reid and also his Pitch 
Sub-Committee of Andrew Corry, Andrew 
Dumican and Gavin Lecky for their hard work 
and diligent scrutiny which it would seem will 
deliver this important project both on time 
and within budget.

At our AGM in May, most of the Office Bearers 
remained in their posts but we did welcome 
Jamie Weatherup as our new Secretary and 
also Ross Kelly in a new PR/Social Media role 
that has been created on the Committee. At 
this point I would like to thank Gavin Leckey 

Hockey Report
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for his hard work as Secretary over 
the last 3 years and we are pleased 
that Gavin has agreed to remain on 
the Committee as one of the elected 
Members. So if you have anything 
hockey related that you think is 
worthy of posting or you would like 
to publicise please reach out to Ross.

Shortly before the AGM, rather than 
our usual end of season function, 
we ran a very successful formal and 
awards night jointly with the Ladies 
Club. This took place at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel and turned out to be 
a most enjoyable evening. Award 
winners included Ross Kelly/1st XI 
player of the year, Jacob McElhatton/

young player of the year, Jordan Anderson/Junior club player of the year and Andrew Dumican/
club person of the year. In addition to the awards (some of which were handed out at the AGM) 
we had entertaining speeches from Instonians Club President Keith O’Donnell and George 
Wilson, the President of Ulster Hockey. Huge thanks are due to the organising Committee of 
Gavin Lecky, Ross Kelly, Sian Brunt and Zara Crossan who have already vowed that next year’s 
event will be even bigger and better! 

The Senior Squad have now 
commenced their pre-season 
programme which, due to 
the laying of the new pitch, 
is presently taking place at 
Queen’s and Newforge. It is still 
early days but initial numbers 
are good and it seems clear 
that quite a few of the young 
players who have come through 
our Youth Academy will play 
a major part in the team this 
year. 

Stuart McWilliams has agreed to 
captain the 2nd XI for another 
year and, as we aim to compete 
with the “big-guns” in Junior 1, including Lisnagarvey and Banbridge, Andrew Dumican has 
agreed to manage the side and we are also hoping to secure a match-day Coach for the team 
as we aim to introduce more professionalism at that level and make the 2nd XI a more integral 
part of the Senior set-up.



Caelan Tyler, fresh from his travels in 
Japan, is to take the helm of the 3rd XI who 
successfully retained their Junior 2 status 
last season and we hope Caelan can pick up 
where he left off insofar as the great success 
that team has experienced in recent seasons.

The identity of the 4th XI captain still remains 
to be decided but whoever that turns 
out to be will continue the good work, in 
conjunction with the Selection Committee led 
once again by Jordan Anderson, to ensure a 
healthy mix of youth and experience on that 
team which acts as an introduction to senior 
club hockey for many schoolboys coming out 
of the Seahorse Academy.

 Subject to the new pitch being finished on 
time, the Seahorse Academy is planning to 
start up again in early September and over 

the summer months many of the current and former players from the Academy represented 
both Ulster and Ireland. At international level Sam Holmes (goal keeper), Robbie McAreavey 
and Bart Shannon (Manager) were in Cork for a 4 Nations tournament with the Irish U16’s. The 
team acquitted themselves very well including a fantastic draw against the Dutch and we were 
delighted to learn that Sam had been awarded the goalkeeper of the tournament accolade. 
The Ireland U18 team travelled to Grenada in Spain for a 7 Nations tournament and we were 
represented there by George Palmer, Matthew McAreavey and Michael Hollway. They too put up 
a very creditable performance including a comprehensive victory against England to secure 5th 
place. 

 As the new season approaches Ricky 
Lee is planning an Instonians Fantasy 
Hockey League where participants 
will select a team from the entire 
list of Instonians Club players and 
points will be awarded (or as the 
case may be deducted) for criteria 
such as appearances, man of the 
match, goals, assists, cards etc. This 
is sure to be great fun and no, not 
everyone will be allowed to pick 
the “goal machine” that is Matthew 
McCord! I would urge as many of you 
as possible to take part in this, both 
for the craic and so as to help raise 
some well needed funds for the Club.
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Once again it will no doubt prove to be a busy and hopefully eventful (for the right reasons 
of course) season at all levels. As I take on the role of Senior Vice President of the wider 
Instonians Club, I wish all the hockey (both Men’s and Ladies) and rugby teams every success 
and as usual I look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to our games at Shaw’s 
Bridge and to show off our new pitch!

RP



Sea-Horse | Autumn 2024 Page 19

In January 2023, John was awarded an MBE for services to Television and Radio Broadcasting.

It was followed by his induction into the IMRO Radio Awards Hall of Fame. His citation noted 
that John’s career in radio had “left an indelible mark on the broadcasting landscape.”

Presenter Gloria Hunniford, 
who worked with Mr Bennett, 
said she was “saddened” to 
hear of his passing.

“John was a giant in 
broadcasting,” she said.

“We had the privilege of 
launching BBC Radio Ulster 
together and we have been 
friends ever since. I loved 
him as a person, admired 
him as a broadcaster and 
have wonderful memories of 
him singing.

“He was a truly gifted, gracious and generous man,” she added.

“His contribution to audiences in Northern Ireland and beyond is immeasurable.”

Adam Smyth, the director of BBC Northern Ireland, said: “John Bennett made radio 
presenting seem effortless. He didn’t just have listeners - he had followers. 

“He was always in command of his 
subject matter, knew what connected 
with people, and when to keep himself 
out of it.

“John was with us from the very first 
day of Radio Ulster and has been 
an intrinsic part of the station ever 
since. It’s hard to imagine Radio Ulster 
without him. Our deepest condolences 
go to Siobhan, Mark and the whole 
family circle.

BBC NI
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 John was one of Northern Ireland’s best known radio personalities, with a broadcasting 
career spanning almost 60 years and a proud member of the Instonian community. 

In a statement, his family said he passed away peacefully, surrounded by them, on 26 July 
2024. 

John was born in Belfast on 12 July 1942, before attending Royal Belfast Academical 
Institution and Stranmillis College where he trained as a teacher, specialising in music. 
However, it was in broadcast media that John would make his name. Joining the BBC in 
1965, John presented music, entertainment, sports and current affairs’ programmes and 
even co-launched BBC Radio Ulster, with Gloria Hunniford, on New Year’s Eve in 1974. He 
later became known for his work on The Sunday Club, which he presented for more than 44 
years.

 His passion for football made 
him a go-to commentator for 
hundreds of live matches on 
the BBC, including at Wembley 
Arena.

He also presented a range of 
documentaries and special 
programmes on BBC Radio 
Ulster, including two series 
about one of his favourite 
pastimes, railways, with Lost 
Railways and John Bennett’s 
Railway Journeys.

Obituaries

John Bennett (RBAI 1954 – 61)
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At the age of 17, David received a Scholarship to Queen’s University Belfast, prompting him 
to leave Inst a year early. In retrospect, he regretted not being able to stay on and complete 
his final year with his peer group, however, after events that took place prior to the 1959 
Schools’ Cup Final, he wasn’t sure if the Principal, Johnny Grummit, would have taken 
him back anyway! The reason being that Baldy and his two accomplices, Willie Finlay (a 
Collegian!) and Joe Urquhart, had decided to volunteer their painting and decorating skills 
to ensure that Ravenhill’s goal posts would be a vibrant shade of yellow and black for the St. 
Patrick’s Day showdown that year. It would be a joint plan hatched alongside Charlie Mashall 
who, for good measure, also led a 30 boy painting crew into the grounds the following night 
and so it was mission accomplished by all, creating a special memory often retold at many 
Instonian get-togethers!

As David’s academic journey progressed, so too did his appetite for challenge and 
adventure. His enrolment at Queen’s University Belfast signalled the start of a fresh chapter 
and in between semesters, he embarked on his first big solo hitch-hiking trip across Europe 
to watch the 1960 Olympics in Rome. During these years, he also became a record breaker! 
Setting the fastest time for scaling the 4 x highest peaks in each of the Irish Provinces, as 
well as completing the 1961 Mourne Wall Race in an impressive 5 hours and 26 minutes…. far 
surpassing the 12-hour target time.

By now, his summer travels had expanded his horizons and so, after leaving QUB with a 
Physics degree in his back pocket, he decided that his next adventure would be to hitch-hike 
around the world. His first stop was Canada where he opted to put his new degree to good 
use and quickly found himself carrying out geo-physical surveys in the forests of Northern 
Ontario where he would end up living in a tent for the guts of 7 months as temperatures 
dropped to minus 40 degrees Celsius. After this eye-opening experience, Baldy decided that 
it was time to move on; prompting him to embark on a 2 year solo adventure around the 
world that would see him drive a yellow school bus across Canada, take a job as a deck boy 
on a bulk carrier cargo ship crossing the Pacific Ocean and work in the Australian Outback 
where he experienced temperatures on the other end of the thermometer as they soared up 
to plus 40 degrees Celsius. 

Whilst working in the Simpson Desert, he received a second Scholarship, this time to study 
at Imperial College London and so would have to hot-foot it back to the UK. However, rather 
than buying a plane ticket, he decided that it would be much more fun to hitch-hike his 
way back home… and so he did! Over the course of 95 days, often sleeping rough and only 
eating when he deemed necessary, Baldy made his way up to Singapore, travelling across 
9 different countries throughout Asia and the Middle East before making a last dash across 
Europe, just in time for his enrolment and registration. 

After obtaining a D.I.C. from Imperial College and a few years experiencing the bright lights 
of London, he chose to return to Belfast and re-train in Dentistry. In addition to becoming 
President of the British Dental Students’ Association, more study was to follow as he 
became a ‘Fellow’ in Dental Surgery from the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons. Not 
to mention becoming a member of MENSA after achieving a higher I.Q. score than a certain 
Stephen Hawking…
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The Instonian community mourns the loss of a great character, friend and supporter in 
Norman David ‘Baldy’ Irwin, who died earlier this year on 6th May 2024 at the age of 82. 

Although Norman may have been the name given to him at birth, David’s parents chose to 
call him by his middle name, however, to many people he was simply known as… ‘Baldy’. 
It was no surprise that his funeral service would be well attended as members of the 
Instonian, Dentistry and wider community bid farewell to a popular man. After the church 
service, the congregation enjoyed a live jazz band back at Instonians clubhouse for “Baldy’s 
party”, providing a fitting send-off that celebrated his vibrant approach to life.

As many of our readers will know, Baldy was a unique individual who was cut from a 
different cloth to the rest of us. He lived a colourful life, managing to cram in some 
fascinating and at times, quite unbelievable experiences into what was a well-lived life. This 
included backpacking around the globe twice, practicing Dentistry in faraway islands and 
accumulating a list of academic letters after his name that is almost as long as the alphabet!

He attended RBAI between 1953 - 1959 and was a member of Larmour House. A proud 
Instonian, he often remarked on the profound influence that ‘Inst’ would have in shaping 
the rest of his life, providing him with an un-shakeable sense of self-confidence which he 
considered to be the school’s most valuable gift to him. It was during these years that his 
old school friend Billy Kemp would also anoint him with the moniker ‘Baldy’…. a schoolboy 
nickname that would firmly stick and continues to do so 70-odd years later.

Inst provided an environment for him to thrive academically and he recalled being greatly 
influenced by characters such as his Latin Master Charlie Fay, whose eccentric teaching 
style would leave an indelible mark on a young David’s mind. It was in Fay’s class that he 
was dubbed another nickname in ‘Calvus’ which, for the non-Latin speakers amongst our 
readers, translates to the English word… ‘Bald’. Outside of the classroom, he also displayed 
impressive natural ability as a long-distance runner on the sports field, regularly winning 
medals for both the RBAI Cross-Country and Athletics team.

N. David ‘Baldy’ Irwin (RBAI 1953 - 1959)
B.Sc., M.Sc., DIC, B.D.S., F.D.S.R.C.P.S. (Glasg.), FRGS 
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 Victor was born in Belfast in 1933, growing up on the Belmont Road. After an incendiary 
device landed in the back garden, during the Belfast Blitz of 1941, the family moved up 
to the safety of the north coast. In Portstewart, age 8, he met some of his friends for 
life, including Derek McIlwaine, with whom he established Robinson & McIlwaine some 
22 years later. 

His mother felt that due to the war time shortage of teachers, the local Primary School 
was not going to widen his education and a year later sent him up to Inchmarlo, staying 
the week with his Grandparents on the Lisburn Road and back to the Portstewart for 
the weekend. This instilled his love of the north coast, that we shared with him through 
family holidays in the 70s. 

The family returned to Belfast after the War, where he and his younger brother Lennox, 
both enjoyed their time at Inst. Joining Dill House, he readily got involved in the various 
sports on offer, including the 1st XI hockey team, athletics, rugby and boxing.

Architecture wasn’t an obvious choice growing up, however, he had an active interest 
in painting and drawing from an early age. On his first trip to London in 1951 to receive 
his Kings Scout badge, he made sure to visit the Festival of Britain exhibition on the 
South Bank. The ‘Skylon’ and ‘Dome of Discovery’ made a lasting impression on him and 
inspired him to take up architecture. Within a month of returning to Belfast, he opted 
out of continuing sixth form at Inst and enrolled at the School of Architecture in the 
Technical College next door.
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After tying the knot in 1979, he decided to whisk his young bride Morna (who initially hadn’t 
quite realised what she had let herself in for) off on a 930-day honeymoon, embarking 
on yet ANOTHER round-the-world trip that would span 4 different continent’s! Upon their 
return, Baldy established his own dental practice and despite the demanding hours of 
running his own business along with the added responsibility of raising a young family, he 
maintained his adventurous spirit and was no stranger to taking himself off on the odd solo 
trip for old time’s sake. 

One particular stand-out trip would be his participation in the 1993 Irish Everest Expedition 
which was led by another Instonian in Dawson Stelfox. Baldy may have merely described 
himself as an “Adventure Holiday Maker” on this trip due to the fact that he was only aiming 
for Advanced Basecamp however, at 21,000 ft above sea level, this is the highest point that 
you can reach before needing a special climbing permit and so it was no mean feat! 

In 2012, David decided to hang up his dental tools after having a very rewarding career 
that spanned over 40 years and saw him practice dentistry not only within the UK, but also 
Rhodesia, South Africa, New Zealand and even ‘Prison Island’ in the Seychelles. Retirement 
would present new opportunities for him and an early highlight came in 2016, when he 
would make his TV debut on the Nolan Show, successfully ruffling feathers about Brexit-
related matters in true Baldy-style! Always one for maintaining a busy social calendar, 
he would also religiously attend Friday night drinks with his pals at the Belfast Boat Club 
and was a regular attendee at various Instonian lunches and dinners. He also frequently 
attended meet-ups organised by the Royal Geographical Society and took great satisfaction 
in being recognised as a Fellow in 2022.

Baldy was a committed Instonian throughout his entire life and followed the fortunes of 
both the School and the Club with great interest. In addition to sitting on the Council of the 
Belfast Old Instonians Association, he was often spotted up at Instonians Clubhouse on a 
Saturday afternoon, either sipping on a shandy or else parading around the side-lines of the 
rugby pitch in his Yeti Man-like sheep skin jacket! Over the years, he also contributed to the 
Sea Horse Newsletter, penning captivating articles from his travels of yesteryear and sharing 
photos from his meet-ups with other Instonians around the world. His travel escapades can 
be found in the following previous editions of Sea Horse Newsletter; No.36 (Winter 2012) / 
No. 43 (Spring 2015) / No. 56 (Autumn 2019) / No. 64 (Autumn 2022). There is a book to be 
written!

We offer our heartfelt condolences to his wife Morna, his children Connor, Lucy and 
Patrick as well as the wider family circle. He left an impression on many and will be fondly 
remembered by the whole Instonian community. Rest in peace Baldy.

Victor Holland Robinson
(Inchmarlo and RBAI 1942 – 1950)
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Seeking a more progressive style of Architectural teaching, he gained a scholarship to 
move to the Royal West of England Academy in Bristol, where the weather was also much 
more appealing! As a student he managed to complete his first private project, a house 
for Noel and Betty Henderson. This led to the most interesting venue he had for a client 
meeting. Noel, an Irish international player, invited him up to run through drawings in the 
changing rooms at Cardiff Arms Park after Ireland played Wales (Ireland lost 21-3).

Following qualification in 1956, he headed to London, working first for ‘Tripe and 
Wakeham’ on Pinewood Studios and Chelsea Army Barracks, and later for the British Rail 
architectural department. Alongside fellow compatriot Max Clendinning, they worked on 
Oxford Street station in Manchester and the rebuilding of Euston Station, London.

On an Easter trip home, he met Joan at the Arcadia Ballroom in Portrush in 1957 and they 
were together from then on. Soon after Victor accepted a job at Belfast City Architect’s 
Department. The Council were just starting slum clearance, and he was appointed Project 
Design Lead on an exciting new development for two thirteen storey residential towers at 
the Victoria Barracks site. Nothing had been built like this in the City before.

It was also during this time that he designed his own house, Derek building his own home 
next door on the same plot. Victor and Joan, raised the family here and still lived there 64 
years later.

By 1963, he was itching to get out of the Council and with a couple of large housing 
projects established Robinson & McIlwaine with Derek. They joined an emerging group 
of homegrown practices who had the confidence and ability to challenge the London 
practices who usually were awarded the larger commissions in the Province. Over the next 
three decades, Robinson & McIlwaine became one of the largest and most prolific local 
practices in the 80s and 90s, delivered projects that spanned all typologies in the public 
and private sector.

Award winning buildings of note include the Harkin House on Wellington Avenue, the 
Spinning Mill on Royal Avenue, Stormont Hotel, RMC Headquarters at Dunmurray, the 
Canyon Factory at Mallusk, and the General Accident building on Donegall Square, now 
sadly demolished. The practice also designed the pavilion at Shane Park, after the original 
one was bombed by the IRA. He was extremely proud to pick up the custodian architect 
role for the Grand Opera House after Robert McKinstry retired, seeing it through bomb 
damage in the early 90s. 

The Practice’s appointment by Belfast City Council in 1979 for a new Arts and Congress 
Centre eventually led to the Waterfront Hall. Through that time Dad was a tireless 
ambassador for the project, seeing its potential to change the face of Belfast by forging 
new links between the City and the Lagan. He retired the following year in 1998 and was 
recognised for his achievements with an OBE for services to Architecture and an honorary 
Doctorate from QUB in 2001. 
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He fully embraced all aspects of the profession throughout his career, being very 
supportive and encouraging to young architects. This included a long association 
with Queens, as a tutor, external examiner and as a member of ARCUK Board, 
helping to maintain RIBA regulation of the School in the early 80s. He became 
the youngest President of the RSUA in 1979 and enjoyed two spells on the RIBA 
Council, and one on the RIAI Council in Dublin.

Through retirement he maintained his interest in architecture and had a real zest 
for life. Outside of family and work, he loved to be on the water and Strangford 
Lough gave both him and mum a real escape, including trips up the west coast 
of Scotland. He was never happier than when the sails were filled and the engine 
cut. He enjoyed a well-designed car, a fine malt, golf at Malone and was a devout 
follower of both Ulster and Ireland rugby.

Although his health 
deteriorated in the 
last couple of years, he 
maintained his humour 
and optimism right to 
the end. Thankfully he 
died peacefully at home, 
supported by the family, 
as was his wish.

Dad was a devoted 
husband, a proud and 
loving father and an 
adoring grandfather. He 
is greatly missed by Mum, 
my brother Simon, sister 
Nicola and our wider 
family.

Gavin Robinson
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Adair M	 (2010-17)	
Dr JS Bevington	               (1992-99)
Hall AC	 (1958-60)	
Johnston EV	 (Staff)
Kwok J	                (2010-17)	
Kyle CB	 (2007-14)
Kyle T	 (2011-18)	
Lynch KD	 (1952-59)
Lyons J	     (2011-18)

Lyons P	  (2011-18)
McEwen SA	 (2008-15)	
McNeill H	 (2012-17)
Milliken M	 (2011-16)	
Rainey F	 (1948-51)
Whittaker TA	 (2008-15)	
Wood JP	 (2008-15)

Hill GVS	 (1974-86)	

McFarland Campbell ARA		 (1976-83)

105 x June 2024 leavers	

Membership

New Members

School-leavers

Resignations

Clarke RA ACII	 (1953-64)	 died 21 July 2023 after a long illness.
Davidson EG	 (1949-52)	 died at hospital 5 June 2024.
Gillies JB	 (1948-53)	 died 12 April 2023.
Irwin ND	 (1953-59)	 died peacefully at home 6 May 2024.
Logan DRB	 (1957-64)	 died peacefully at hospital 24 March 2024.
McCutcheon Dr WA	 (1944-51)	 died peacefully at care home 30 March 2024.
Rainey DC	 (1962-69)	 died peacefully 29 April 2024.
Ross Dr J	 (1946-51)	 Lewes, East Sussex, died 11 January 2024.

Deaths

Re-instatements: -
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